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Prose – 1  

SEA TURTLES  
(fly; Mikfs;)  

 
 

ENGLISH TAMIL 

Talk about… 

1. Have you seen turtles?  Where do they live? 

2. What do you know about turtles? 

3. Why do you think the turtles in the picture 

have names such as Leatherback and 

Hawksbill? 

,Jgw;wp NgRq;fs;…. 

1. ePq;fs; fly; Mikfis ghh;j;jpUf;fpwPh;fsh? 
mitfs; vq;Nf tho;fpd;wd? 

2. fly; Mikfisg; gw;wp cq;fSf;F vd;d njhpAk;? 

3. glj;jpy; cs;s MikfSf;F nyjh;gf; kw;Wk; 
`hf;];gpy; vd;w ngah; te;Js;sJ Vd; vd eP 
epidf;fpwha;? 

SECTION – I 

Listen to the teacher reading this section. 

 Most of us have seen a tortoise in a zoo 

or a reptile park.  However, not many would 

have seen its marine relative, the sea turtle.  

This is not surprising, since these reptiles 

spend almost their entire life in the sea. 

gFjp – 1 
Mrphpah; thrpf;Fk; ,e;jg;gFjpapy; cs;sijf; ftdpf;fTk;. 
     ek;kpy; gyh; Mikfis kpUff;fhl;rp rhiyapy; 
my;yJ Ch;td G+q;fhtpy; ghh;j;jpUg;Nghk;.  vdpDk; 
mtw;wpd; fly; cwtpdh;fshd fly; Mikfisg; gyh; 
ghh;j;jpUf;f KbahJ. ,J Mr;rhpaj;jpw;F chpaJ 
my;y. Vnddpy; mit Vwf;Fiwa mtw;wpd; KO 
tho;ehl;fisAk; flypNyNa fopf;fpd;wd. 

          There are seven species of marine or 

sea turtles in the world. Of them, five are 

found in India’s coastal waters:  the Olive 

Ridley, the Hawksbill, the Green Sea Turtle, 

the Loggerhead and the Leatherback.  

Compared to most tortoises, sea turtles are 

huge.  Even the smallest species, the Olive 

Ridley, weighs up to 35kg when fully grown.  

The largest of them all, the Leatherback, 

grown to a length of 2.2m and each could 

weigh as much as 700kg! 

     cyfj;jpy; fly; Mikfspy; VO tiffs; 
cz;L. mtw;wpy; Ie;J tiffs; ,e;jpaf; flw;fiu 
ePhpy; cs;sd.  Mypt; hpl;yp> `hf;];gpy;> gr;irf; fly; 
Mik> yhfh;n`l; kw;Wk; nynju;Ngf;. ngUk;ghyhd 
Mikfis xg;gpLk;NghJ fly; Mikfs; nghpait.  
flypy; cs;s MikfspNyNa kpfr;rpwpajhf cs;s 
Mypt; hpl;yp Mik ,dk;$l KOikahf tsh;e;j gpd; 
35 fpNyh vil ,Uf;Fk;.  vy;yhtw;wpYk; nghpajhd 
nyjh;Ngf; 2.2kP ePsj;jpw;F tsUk;. xt;nthd;Wk; 700 
fpNyh tiu vil ,Uf;Fk;. 

         Sea turtles live their life entirely in the 

oceans.  But they still have a connection with 

land-they must come ashore to lay eggs.  

Today, four of the sea turtle species 

mentioned above have become extremely rare 

in India. The Olive Ridleys, however, are still 

commonly seen nesting on beaches all along 

our coasts. 

     fly; Mikfs; jq;fs; tho;ehs; KOtJk; 
ngUq;fly;fspy;jhd; tho;fpd;wd. Mdhy; mtw;Wf;F 
epyj;Jld; xU njhlh;G cz;L.  mit 
Kl;ilapLtjw;fhf epyj;jpw;F tu Ntz;Lk;. ,d;W 
NkNy Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;stw;wpy; ehd;F tiffs; 
,e;jpahtpy; mhpjhfp tpl;ld vdpDk; Mypt; hpl;ypf;fs; 
ek; flNyhug; gFjpfspy; kzw;ghq;fhd flw;fiufspy; 
Kl;ilapLtw;fhf tUtij ehk; fhz KbAk;. 

Arribada 

     In most parts of the world, Olive Ridley 

come ashore alone to lay their eggs.  

However, Odisha is one of only three places 

in the world where a phenomenon known as 

‘mass nesting’ or Arribada takes place.  On 
certain nights during the nesting season, 

thousands of female turtles come ashore 

simultaneously to lay their eggs on particular 

beaches. 

mhpglh  
    cyfpd; ngUk;ghd;ikahd gFjpfspy; Mypt; 
upl;ypf;fs; Kl;ilapLtjw;F jdpahf fiuf;F tUk;.  
vdpDk; cyfpy; mit $l;lkhf Kl;ilapLk; %d;W 
,lq;fspy; xd;whd xbrh flw;fiuapy; ‘$l;lkhf 
Kl;ilapLjy;’ my;yJ mhpglh vd;w me;j epfo;T 
eilngWfpwJ. Kl;ilapLk; fhyj;jpy; xU Fwpg;gpl;l 
,utpy; Mapuf;fzf;fhd ngz; Mikfs; xNu Neuj;jpy; 
Kl;ilapLtjw;fhf Fwpg;gpl;l flw;fiuf;F te;J fiu 
xJq;Fk;. 
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SECTION – II 

Take turns and read this section aloud. 

Work in pairs and underline the new 

words. Find out their meanings from 

the dictionary. 

Between the months of January and March, 

Female Olive Ridleys come ashore at night to 

lay their eggs. 

gFjp – 2 
khztu;fs; xt;nthUtuhf ,e;jg;gFjpia rj;jkhf 
thrpf;f Ntz;Lk;. ,Utuhfr; Nru;e;J Gjpa 
thu;j;ijfisf; fz;lwpe;J mbf;NfhblTk;. 
mfuhjpiag; gad;gLj;jp mu;j;jk; fz;Lgpbf;fTk;. 

[dthp kw;Wk; khh;r; khjq;fspd; ,ilapy; ngz; Mypt; 
hpl;ypf;fs; ,uT Neuq;fspy; Kl;ilfis ,Ltjw;fhf 
epyj;jpw;F tUk;.  

This is quite a problem for them, as a turtle’s 
front flippers enable it to swim gracefully and 

effortlessly but are not very useful for moving 

on land.  The turtle has to haul itself 

laboriously onto the beach.  Then it chooses a 

spot well away from the high-tide line.  Here, 

it scoops out a nest cavity 45 cm deep, into 

which it lays about 100 eggs.  Each egg is in 

the shape and size of a table tennis ball.  Once 

all the eggs are laid, the turtle fills in the 

cavity, then it camouflages the nest by tossing 

sand on it using its flippers.  That done, it 

returns to the sea.  The eggs are left to 

incubate under the warmth of the sun. 

MikfSf;F Kd;dq;fhy;fshf ,Uf;Fk; gpspg;gh;fs; 
mofhf mjpf Kaw;rp ,y;yhkNyNa mitfs; ePupy; 
ePe;j cjTfpwJ. Mdhy; epyj;jpy; elg;gjw;F 
mt;tsthf cjTtjpy;iy. Mik f\;lg;gl;L jd; 
cliy fiuf;F ,Oj;Jf; nfhz;L tu Ntz;Lk;. gpd; 
ngupa miyfs; njhlhj gFjpapy; xU ,lj;ij Njh;T 
nra;fpwJ. ,q;F 45 nr.kP Mok;nfhz;l xU Fopia  
Kl;ilf;Fopahfj; Njhz;LfpwJ. mjDs; Vwf;Fiwa 
100 Kl;ilfis ,LfpwJ.  xt;nthU Kl;ilAk; 
Nlgps; nld;dp]; ge;jpd; tbtj;ijAk;> msitAk; 
Nghy; ,Uf;Fk;. Kl;ilfs; vy;yhtw;iwAk; ,l;l gpd; 
me;j Fopia kz;zhy; %LfpwJ.  Kd;dq;fhy;fshy; 
kz;izg; Gul;b me;jf; Fopia gpwu; fz;fSf;Fg; 
Gyg;glhtz;zk; Vkhw;Wk;  tpjkhf  kiwf;fpwJ. ,J 
Kbe;jgpd; flYf;Fs; nrd;WtpLfpwJ. Kl;ilfNsh 
#upa ntg;gj;jpy; milfhj;J FQ;Rnghupg;gjw;fhf 
tplg;gLfpd;wd. 

      In many places around the world, local 

people follow the tracks of the turtle to its 

nest.  They collect the eggs for eating.  

Jackals, domestic dogs and pigs too dig up 

and eat the eggs by following the scent left by 

the turtle.  Those eggs that escape such people 

and predators hatch 45-60 days later.  The 

hatchlings slash open the leathery eggshell 

with the help of a tiny ‘egg-tooth’.  This is 
like a razor blade at the tip of a hatchling’s 
snout.  When most of the eggs have hatched, 

the hatchlings push themselves upwards 

through the sand and emerge on the surface of 

the beach.  From here they make a hurried 

dash to the sea. 

      cyfpd; gy gFjpfspy; me;je;jg; gFjp kf;fs; 
Mikapd; ghijiaj; njhlh;e;J nrd;W mjd; $l;il 
milfpd;wdh;. cz;gjw;F Kl;ilfisr; 
Nrfhpf;fpd;wdu;.  Xeha;fs;> tPl;by; tsh;f;fg;gLk; 
eha;fs; kw;Wk; gd;wpfSk; $l Mikfs; tpl;Lr;nrd;w 
thridia Nkhg;gk; gpbj;Jf;nfhz;Nl gpd; njhlh;e;J 
$l;il mile;J Kl;ilfis cz;fpd;wd.  
,g;gbg;gl;l kf;fsplkpUe;Jk;> tpyq;FfsplkpUe;Jk; 
jg;gpa Kl;ilfs; 45-60 ehl;fspy; nghupj;J tpLfpd;wd.  
FQ;Rfs; jq;fsJ rpwpa ‘Kl;il-gy;yhy;’ Njhy; 
Nghd;w Kl;il Xl;il ntl;bj; jpwf;fpd;wd.  ,J 
Mikf;FQ;rpd; Kfthapy; rtuf;fj;jp Nghd;W ,Uf;Fk;.  
ngUk;ghd;ikahd Kl;ilfs; nghupe;jTld; mit 
kzypy; jq;fisj; jhq;fNs Nky; js;sp kz;zpd; 
Nkw;gug;gpw;F tUk;. ,q;fpUe;J mit fliyNehf;fp 
mtrukhfr; nry;Yk;. 

Do you know? 

There is an interesting aspect of sea turtle 

biology. The temperature inside the egg 

determines the sex of the embryo while it is 

growing. When the eggs develop at 27oC-28oC 

only male hatchlings are produced. At 30oC 

only female hatchlings are produced. An equal 

mix of male and female hatchlings is 

produced only when the eggs incubate at 

precisely 29o – 30oC! 

cq;fSf;Fj; njupAkh? 

fly; Mikfspd; capupay; tho;tpy; xU 
Mu;t%l;lf;$ba mk;rk; xd;W ,Uf;fpwJ. 
Kl;ilf;Fs; cs;s ntg;gk; fUKl;il tsUk;NghJ 
mJ Mzh? ngz;zh? vd;gijj; jPu;khdpf;fpwJ. 
Kl;ilapy;  27oC-28oC ntg;gepiyapy; Mz; 
Mikf;FQ;Rfs; kl;Lk; cUthfp ntsptUfpd;wd. 
30oC ntg;gepiyapy; ngz; Mikf;FQ;Rfs; 
cUthfpd;wd. 29oC-30oC ntg;gepiyapy; FQ;R 
nghupf;Fkhdhy; Mz; ngz; Mikf; FQ;Rfs; rk 
mstpy; fye;J cUthfpd;wd. 
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SECTION – III 

Read this section in pairs. 

        Many of these tiny hatchlings, which weigh 

less than 20 grams each, will not even reach the 

sea.  They will fall prey to crabs or birds even 

before they reach the water.  Most of those that 

do make it into the water will also be eaten by 

many predators in the sea within the first few 

days of their lives.  In fact, scientists estimate 

that only one in every thousand hatchlings 

becomes an adult.  It is perhaps to ensure that 

enough hatchlings survive to keep the species 

going that sea turtles lay so many eggs. 

gFjp – 3 
,Utu; ,Utuhf ,ize;J ,e;jg;gFjpia thrpf;fTk; 

   20 fpuhk; vilf;Ff; Fiwthd gy rpwpa FQ;Rfs; 
fliyr; nrd;W miltjpy;iy.  mit jz;zPiur; 
nrd;W milAk;Kd; ez;Lfs; my;yJ gwitfSf;F 
czthfp tpLfpd;wd. flypDs; nrd;w gy FQ;Rfs;$l 
jq;fs; fly; tho;f;ifapd; Kjy; XupU ehl;fSf;Fs; fly; 
tpyq;Ffshy; cz;zg;gl;L tpLfpd;wd.  Mapuk; 
FQ;RfSs; xd;Nw nghpa Mikahf khWfpwJ vd;W 
Muha;r;rpahsh;fs; kjpg;gPL nra;Js;sdh;.  xU Ntis 
,jdhy;jhNdh vd;dNth jd;Dila ,dk; mope;Jtplhky; 
Njitahd msT Mikf;FQ;Rfs; jg;gpg; gpiof;f 
Ntz;Lk; vd;gjw;fhf fly; Mikfs; epiwa Kl;ilfis 
,Lfpd;wd. 

      After many years of swimming in the open 

ocean, the female hatchlings that have become 

adults return to the same beach where they were 

born.  They come there to lay their own eggs.  How 

they manage to find the place after so many years in 

the sea is one of the many mysteries of these 

fascinating reptiles! Sea turtles are among the many 

wonderful creatures we share this planet with. 

   gy Mz;Lfs; gue;j ngUq;flypy; ePe;jpa gpd;du; 
ngz; Mikf;FQ;Rfs; Kjpu;r;rp mile;J kPz;Lk; jhk; 
gpwe;j mNj flw;fiuf;F tUfpwJ.  mitfs; jkJ 
Kl;ilfis ,Ltjw;Nf mq;Nf tUfpd;wd.  mj;jid 
Mz;LfSf;Fg; gpd; vg;gb me;j ,lj;ijf; fz;L 
gpbf;fpwJ vd;gJ kdq;ftu;e;j me;j  Ch;td tif 
capupdj;jpd; Vuhskhd Gupahj Gjpu;fspy; xd;whFk;.  
 ,e;j fpufj;ijg; gfph;e;J nfhs;Sk; gy 
Mr;rh;akhd caphpdq;fSs; fly; MikAk; mlq;Fk;.   

     They have survived natural dangers for 

millions of years.  But, sadly, human activities 

during the last few decades have put them in 

grave danger.   

   gy kpy;ypad; Mz;Lfshf mit gy ,aw;if 
Mgj;Jf;fspypUe;J jg;gpg; gpioj;Js;sd. Mdhy; 
Jujpu;\;ltrkhf fle;j rpy gj;jhz;Lfshf kdpj 
eltbf;iffs; mtw;iw Mgj;jpy; Mo;j;;jpAs;sd.   

There are many factors that threaten their 

survival.  People hunt them for their meat or 

collect their eggs.  Sometimes they are 

accidentally trapped in the nests of 

motorboats.  Problems like pollution, dumping 

of plastics into the ocean and construction 

activities on nesting beaches also hurt their 

survival.  Only by systematically tackling 

these problems, and removing these threats, 

can we ensure that sea turtles will continue to 

exist in the years to come.  -Shekar Dattatri 

gy fhuzpfs; mtw;wpd; tho;f;iff;F mr;RWj;jyhf 
mike;Js;sd. kf;fs; khkprj;jpw;fhfNth Kl;ilf;fhfNth 
mtw;iw Ntl;ilahLfpd;wdh;.  rpy Neuq;fspy; mit 
Nkhl;lhh; glFfspd; ghfq;fspy; jw;nrayhfr; 
rpf;fptpLfpd;wd.  khRgLjy;> gpsh];bf;if flypy; 
nfhl;Ljy;> Kl;ilapLk; fiuapy; fl;Lkhdg; gzpfs; 
Nghd;w  gpur;ridfSk;  mtw;wpd; tho;f;iff;F 
mr;RWj;jiy Vw;gLj;Jfpd;wd.  xU tud;Kiwf;Fl;gl;L 
,e;j rpf;fy;fis jpl;lkpl;Lf; ifahStjd; %yKk;> 
,e;j mr;RWj;jy;fis mfw;Wtjd; %yKk; kl;LNk fly; 
Mik ,dk; tUk; Mz;LfspYk; njhlu;e;J ,Uf;Fk; 
vd;gij cWjpg;gLj;j KbAk;. – Nrfu; jj;jhj;up 

       Shekar Dattatri writes popular articles on 

wild life, conservation and film making.  He has 

been interested in nature from childhood.  He is 

an award-winning wildlife and conservation 

filmmaker.  For more information on him visit 

www.shekardattartri.com 

    Nrfu; jj;jhj;up tdcapupdq;fs; njhlu;ghf vz;zw;w 
gpugykhd fl;Liufs;> ciuahly;fs; vOjpAs;shu; kw;Wk; 
glq;fs; vLj;Js;shu;. Foe;ijg; gUtk; KjNy mtUf;F 
,aw;ifapd; kPJ mstpy;yhj gpupak; cz;L. mtu; xU 
tpUJngw;w tdcapup kw;Wk; tdg;ghJfhg;G 
glj;jahupg;ghsu;. NkYk; tptuq;fSf;F 
www.shekardattartri.com tiyjsj;Jf;F nrd;W ghUq;fs;. 

 

 
Olive Ridley 

 
Hawksbill  

 
Green Sea Turtle 

  

 
Loggerhead 
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The Big ‘Leatherback’ 

 

 
Arribada (mass nesting) 

 
lays about 100 eggs 

 
Birds waiting for eggs  

 
Hunted by human 

 
Hurt by the boat engine 

 
A boy saves hatchling 

 

Synonyms:- 
 

Word Synonym jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

cavity hollow Fop 

marine found in sea flypy; fhzg;gLtJ 

species animal or plant variety rpw;wpdk; 

coastal land near the sea flw;fiu 

flippers broad flat limbs mfykhd gl;il Nghd;w fhy;fs; 

predators hunters Ntl;ilf;fhu tpyq;Ffs; 

haul pull with force tpirAld; ,O 

slash cut ntl;L 

laboriously with great effort kpFe;j Kaw;rpAila Ntiy 

snout pointed nose $u;ikahd %f;F 

camouflage hide something kiwg;gJ 

incubate hatching eggs FQ;R nghupg;gJ 

fascinating attracting greatly kpfTk; ftu;tJ 

decade ten years gj;jhz;Lfs; 

connection relationship njhlu;G 

continue maintain jf;fitj;jy; 

dumping throwing away tPrp vwpjy; 

emerge appear Njhd;Wjy; 

entire whole KOikahf 

escape run away jg;gpj;jy; 

gracefully kindly fUizAld; 

huge giant ngupa 

inside within cl;Gwkhf 

laboriously with difficulty njhe;juTld; 

lay put down fPNoNghLjy; 

local neighbouring mUfpYs;Nshu; 

mystery unknown Gjpu; 

natural usual tof;fkhd 

prey victim ,iu 

quite reasonably XusTf;F rupahd 

rare uncommon mupJ 

simultaneously all together xNuNeuj;jpy; 

small little rpwpa 
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surprising amazing Mr;ru;akhd 

survival existence tho;T 

threat danger mr;RWj;jy; 

track path ghij 

warm hot ntg;gk; 

wonderful great, delightful mw;Gjkhd 
 

 

Antonyms:- 
 

Word  Antonym 

cavity  (gs;sk;) x closure (%lg;gl;l) 
connect (njhlu;Gnfhs;) x disconnect (njhlu;igj; Jz;b) 
continue (njhlu;e;J nra;) x discontinue (epWj;jptpL) 

emerge (Njhd;W) x disappear (kiwe;JtpL) 
entire (KOmsT) x partial (gFjpasT) 
escape (jg;gpj;Jf;nfhs;) x caught (gpb> gpbgL) 
gracefully (ftu;r;rpahd) x awkwardly (mrpq;fkhd) 

huge (kpfg;ngupa) x tiny (kpfr;rpwpa) 
inside (cs;Ns) x outside (ntspNa) 
local (cs;Su;) x foreign (ntspA+u;) 
mystery (Gjpu;) x known (njupe;jJ) 
natural (,aw;ifahd) x artificial (nraw;ifahd) 

rare (mupjhd) x common (rhjhuzkhd) 
small (rpwpa) x big (ngupa) 
surprising (Mr;rupa%l;Lk;) x ordinary (rhjhuzkhd) 

survival (jg;gpg;gpioj;jy;) x dead (,we;JNghjy;) 

threat (mr;RWj;jy;) x safety (ghJfhg;ghd) 
warm (#lhd) x cool (Fspu;r;rpahd) 
wonderful (gpukhjkhd) x terrible (Nkhrkhd) 

 

DISCUSS AND ANSWER 
1. How many kinds of turtles are there in the world? 

  There are seven kinds of turtles in the world. 

2. Name the turtles found in Indian coastal waters. 

  i) The Olive Ridley   ii) The Hawksbill   iii) The Green Sea Turtle   

  iv) The Loggerhead   v) The Leatherback 

3. How much does a fully grown Olive Ridley weigh? 

  A fully grown Olive Ridley weighs 35 kg. 

4. Describe the Leatherback. 

  The Leather back is the largest sea turtle. It grows to a length of 2.2 m and weighs 700kg. 

5. Where does the turtle lay its eggs? 

  The turtle lays its eggs in the shore. 
 

kinds – tiffs;, coastal – flw;fiu> fully grown - KOtJk; tsh;e;j>  weigh- vil> largest- kpfg; nghpa> sea 

turtle–fly;Mik> length-ePsk;> eggs–Kl;ilfs;> lay- Kl;ilapL>  shore- flw;fiu  
 

6. Which turtle is commonly seen along our Coasts? 

  The Olive Ridley is commonly seen along our Coasts. 

7. What is Arribada? 

  On certain nights during the nesting season, thousands of female turtles come ashore to 

simultaneously to lay their eggs on particular beach. This is called Arribada. 

8. When do the Olive Ridley lay their eggs? 

  Between the months of January and March Olive Ridley lay their eggs. 

9. What is Olive Ridley’s problem on land? 

  Olive Ridleys cannot walk on land using their flippers. So they have to haul their body on the 

shore. This was their problem. 
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10. Why does Olive Ridley camouflage? 

  Olive Ridley camouflages to protect its egg. 
 

 

commonly-nghJthf> coasts–flw;fiufs;> Arribada–$l;lkhf Kl;ilapLjy;> certain–Fwpg;gpl;l> nesting season-

Kl;ilapLk; fhyk;> female turtles-ngz; fly; Mikfs;> simultaneously- xNu Neuj;jpy; xd;whf> ashore–
fiuNru;jy;> particular-Fwpg;gpl;l> problem- gpur;rid> flippers- ePe;;j cjTk;  fhy;fs;> haul-,Oj;Jr;nry;> 
camouflages- ,lj;jpw;Fj; jFe;jhw; Nghy epwk; khwp kiwj;Jf; nfhs;Sjy;> protect – ghJfhj;jy; 

 

11. Mention the threats caused to the eggs. 

  Local people follow the tracks of the turtle and collect the eggs for eating.  Jackals, domestic 

dogs and pigs too follow the scent left by the turtle and eat the eggs. 
 

12. When will the eggs hatch? 

  The eggs will hatch in 45-60 days. 
 

13. How do the eggs hatch? 

  The hatchlings slash open the leathery egg shell with the help of a tiny egg-tooth. 
 

14. How much does a hatchling weigh? 

  A hatchling weighs about 20 grams. 
 

15.  What do scientists estimate? 

  Scientists estimate that only one in every thousand hatchling will become adult. 
 

16. What is the mystery of the reptiles? 

  After many years, the female turtles return to the same beach where they born to lay their own eggs.  How 

they manage to find the place after so many years in the sea is one of the many mysteries. 
 

17. How can we ensure Olive Ridley’s lives? 

  If we systematically tackle Olive Ridley’s problems and remove the threats, we can ensure their lives. 
 

 

threats- mr;RWj;jy;fs;> Mgj;Jfs;> tracks–topj;jlq;fs;> collect the eggs–Kl;ilfis Nrfupf;fpd;wdu;> jackals- Fs;sehpfs;> 
hatch-FQ;R nghhpf;fpwJ> hatchlings–FQ;Rfs;>  domestic dogs–tPl;L eha;fs;> pigs–gd;wpfs;> scent–thrid> slash open- 

fpopj;J jpwf;fpd;wd> leathery egg shell–Njhy;Nghd;w Kl;il XL> egg-tooth–Kl;ilg;gy;> estimate–kjpg;gPL> adult–Kjpu; 
capup> mystery–Gjpu;> reptiles–Cu;td> female turtle–ngz; Mik> ensure–cWjpg;gLj;J> systematically–Kiwg;gb> tackle–
ifahStJ> problems–gpur;ridfs;> remove–ePf;F> their lives–mitfSila tho;f;iffs;> egg shell- Kl;il XL  

 

 

Paragraph: 
 

Describe the turtles. 

 There are seven kinds of turtles in the world.  

 They live their entire life in the ocean.   

 They come to the land to lay eggs. This is called Arribada. 

 Local people, jackals, domestic dogs and pigs hunt the eggs.   

 Scientists estimate that only one in every thousand hatchling will become adult. 

 If we systematically tackle their problems and remove the threats, we can ensure their lives. 
 

 

7 kinds–VOtiffs;> entire life–KO tho;ehisAk;> ocean–ngUq;fly;> land–epyk;> lay eggs–
Kl;ilapL> people–kf;fs;> jackals–Fs;seupfs;> pigs–gd;wpfs; hunt–Ntl;ilahL> escape–
jg;gpr;nry;> hatch–FQ;Rnghwp> tackle–rkhspj;jy;> threats– mr;RWj;jy;fs; 

 

 

ANSWERS FOR BOOK EXERCISES 
 

Exercises given in between paragraphs: 

1. Put a () for the correct and a (x) for the incorrect statements. (PAGE-89) 

1. Turtles are different from tortoises.       ()         
2. Turtles are sea animals.                      ()        
3. There are seven kinds of sea turtles in the world.     ()  
4. Sea turtles are very small.                            ()                 

5. Turtles come ashore to lay eggs.                      ()            
6. Sea turtles come to rest on land.                      ()             

7. Olive Ridleys are the only sea turtles seen on Indian shores.   ()   
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2. Are these statements right? Discuss with your partner and () them if they are correct.  

Correct them if they are wrong.  Share your answers in class. (PAGE-93) 

1. Female Olive Ridleys come ashore at night to lay eggs.     ()   
2. The eggs of an Olive Ridley are in the shape and size of a  tennis  ball.       

3. Ridleys come to lay their eggs in the month between of January and March.       

4. The turtles use their flippers and make a hollow for their nests.    ()  
5. The hatchlings use a tiny egg-tooth to come out of the eggs.         () 

 

3. Fill in the table given below. 

No Problems for hatchlings Effect Solution 

1. Pollution Survival of sea turtles 

becomes difficult. 

We should reduce the usage of plastics. 

2. Predators They will reduce the 

number of hatchlings. 

Volunteers can save hatchlings from predators. 

3. Human Activities These will hurt their 

survival. 

People should be given awareness. 

Restrictions should be imposed in their areas. 
 
 

READ AND UNDERSTAND (PAGE-94) 

A. Choose the correct answers.  You may choose more than one answer if needed. 

1. The ______________ is a biological relative of tortoises. 

   a) sea turtle   b) fish   c) reptile 
 

2. In India’s coastal waters we can see a species of ____________. 
   a) tortoises   b) sea turtles  c) dolphin 
 

3. Sea turtles come to the shore to ___________________. 

   a) visit their birth place b) lay eggs  c) go back to sea 
 

4. It is a problem for sea turtles to come ashore because ______________. 

   a) they find it difficult to walk on sand b) they don’t know their way to the shore 

   c) animals and people hunt them 
 

5. A turtle’s flippers help it to __________________. 
   a) swim   b) dig a nest  c) climb 
 

6. A sea turtle camouflages its nest by tossing sand on it to______________. 

   a) hide its eggs from predators  b) incubate eggs in the warmth of the sun 

   c) keep the hatchlings safe 
 

VOCABULARY (PAGE-95) 

B. Find any five words related to sea from the text (Sections I & II). 

Write them below.  Then use the words to frame sentences of your own. 

Eg : beach - We like to play in the sandy beach. 

1. marine   - My brother is a marine engineer. 

2. ocean - Sea turtles live in oceans. 

3. coast       - Coconut trees are found  in the sea coast. 

4. reptiles  - Most of the reptiles are land animals. 

5. water - Tortoise lives in water. 
 

C. Fill in the blanks with words that convey the correct meaning of the sentences. 

1. Tiny hatchlings fall ____________(pray / prey) to many predators. 

2. Sea turtles live their ___________(hole / whole) life in the sea. 

3. The turtles come ashore only during the __________ (night / knight). 

4. The predators follow the ___________ (sent / scent) of the turtles to eat their eggs. 

5. The female turtles lay eggs and go back to the ___________ (see / sea). 
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D. Use the clues and fill in the crossword puzzle. 

1. This word rhymes with seen. - Scene 

2. This animal has two horns and a spotted coat. - Deer 

3. This is a huge sea animal. - Whale 

4. Sounds like hair. - Hare 

5. Shines brightly - Sun 

6. Rhymes with load. – Road 
 

*LISTENING  

E. Listen to the flash news.  Read the questions given below, then listen to the flash news again 

and complete the responses.* (PAGE-97) 

Flash news of an escaped monkey 
               At 10 a.m. today, a monkey escaped from the zoo. The zoo keeper was entering the cage to 

feed the animal when he saw it breaking through the fence. Quickly, he rang up the police station to 

report the escape. If you see the monkey you must inform the police on the following 

number.180345778 
 

Questions Responses 

What escaped from the zoo? A tiger                                a monkey     

When did it escape? At 10 p.m                           at 10 a.m      

How did it escape? 
pushed out of the fence                         

went over the fence 

What did the zoo-keeper do? 
 rang up the police                                     

rang up the warden 

When should you call or dial 1803457787? 
 When you see the monkey                    

To report the escape of the monkey 
 

SPEAKING 

F. Look at the picture.  Work in groups and give a short talk about it using the words given below. 
sand   waves    when   as soon as   collect  enjoy  hatchlings    basket 

boys     night   rough  sea   many    eggs   incubate  hatchery      after 
 

  Ridleys come to land ashore in night to lay eggs. They are 

disturbed by many factors including rough sea waves. As soon as the boys 

see such problems, they collect hatchlings in their basket. They enjoy their 

work. They also help eggs to incubate and hatchery when the sun is bright. 

After they grow into hatchlings, the boys release them into the sea.  
 

USE GRAMMAR (PAGE-98) 

G. Make meaningful sentences from the table given below. 
 

A turtle live in the sea. 

is huge. 

have a connection with the land. 

are found in coastal waters. 

are wonderful creatures. 

has flippers to swim. 

A turtle is huge. 

A turtle has flippers to swim. 

Turtles live in the sea. 

Turtles have a connection with the land 

Turtles are found in coastal water. 

Turtles are wonderful creatures. 

Turtles 

  

H. Write a suitable sentence for the pictures given below. (PAGE-99) 

1. He broke the glass. 

2. He is going to school. 

3. She has a bag. 
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I.  Match the two halves of the sentences and read them.   Answers 

1. Sea turtles - threaten the survival of sea turtles.  - come ashore to lay eggs. 

2. Hatchlings - uses its front flippers to swim.    - cut open the leathery egg shell. 

3. A turtle - come ashore to lay eggs.          - uses its front flippers to swim. 

4. Many factors  - cut open the leathery egg shell.     - threaten the survival of sea turtles. 
 

 

WRITING (PAGE-100) 

J. Tortoises and Turtles are not the same. Read the facts given below.  List the similarities and 

differences between them. 

 Tortoise Turtle 

reptile family reptile family 

land animal sea animal 

has a long life lives for many years 

uses tiny feet to walk uses flippers to swim 

eats grass, weeds and flowers eats insects and bugs 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Similarities Differences 

1. Both belongs to 

reptile family 

2. Both have a long life 

1. Tortoise is a land animal whereas turtle blongs to sea animal. 

2. Tortoise uses its tiny feet to walk whereas turtle uses its flippers to swim 

3. Tortoise eats grass, weeds and flowers whereas turtle eats insects and bugs 
 

K.  Write a paragraph from the contents of the table given above. Frame sentences with these 

words – but, as well as, whereas.  

eg. A turtle as well as a tortoise belongs to the reptile family. 

1. A turtle as well as a tortoise has a long life. 

2. Tortoise lives in land and water but it belongs to land animal category. 

3.  Where as turtle belongs to sea animal category. 

4. Tortoise uses its tiny feet to walk whereas turtle uses flippers to swim. 

5. Tortoise eats grass, weeds and flowers but turtle eats insects and bugs. 
 

Paragraph: 

 A turtle as well as a tortoise belongs to the reptile family. Both these animals have a long life 

span. Tortoise lives in land and water but it belongs to land animal category. Turtle belongs to sea 

animal category. Tortoise uses its tiny feet to walk. Turtle uses flippers to swim. Tortoise eats 

grass, weeds and flowers but turtle eats insects and bugs. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 

L.  Describe the picture in about fifty words and give a suitable title. 

     Make use of the words / phrases given below. 
 

 
 

many   sea    animals      wonders       ocean      fishes    different    colours 

sizes     varieties      rare   species       deep   sea    under  the   sea 
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Wonders under the Sea 

I see sea animals in this picture. Especially I see different types of fishes. They are in different 

colours. They are in different sizes and in different varieties. Normally we find these kinds of 

fishes in the deep sea. If we go under the water too deep, we can find these kinds of wonderful 

fishes. It is a very rare picture to see. It is one of the wonders of the nature. 
 

MINDMAP 

1.Kinds  2. Arribada  3. Laying Eggs 

7 kinds of turtles – in world 

5 kinds - in India: 

i) The Olive Ridley 

ii) The Hawksbill 

iii) The Green Sea Turtle 

iv) The Loggerhead 

v)   The Leatherback- largest sea turtle 

 

 In nesting season 

thousands of female 

turtles come ashore 

 lay their eggs on 

particular beach 

 

 

 

 Haul their body on the 

shore  

 lays eggs  

 Camouflages  to protect 

from local people, 

jackals, domestic dogs 
and pigs  

     
 

 

 
SEA TURTLES 

 
 

 

     

6. Save Turtles  5. Mystery  4. Hatching 

If we systematically tackle 

problems and remove the 

threats, we ensure their lives. 

 

 

 After many years, female 

turtles return where they 

were born  to lay eggs 

 How they find place after 

many years is mystery. 

 

 

 Eggs hatch in 45-60 days 

 Hatchlings open egg 

shell with tiny egg-tooth 

 Weighs about 20 grams 

 Only one in every 

thousand hatchling will 

become adult. 
 

Consolidation 

SEA TURTLES 

 

Kinds  Arribada  Laying Eggs  Hatching  Mystery  Save 
In world, seven 

kinds of turtles  

 

In India 5 kinds :  
i) The Olive Ridley  
ii) The Hawksbill 

iii) The Green Sea 
Turtle  

iv) The Loggerhead  
v) The Leatherback  
  - largest sea turtle 

 

 In nesting 

season - 
thousands 

of female 

turtles 
come ashore 

- lay their 

eggs on 

particular 

beach - 
Arribada. 

 

 They use front 

flippers to swim 
- cannot walk on 

land - haul their 

body on the 
shore - lays eggs 

- Camouflages  - 

to protect – from 

local people, 

jackals, domestic 
dogs and pigs - 

eat the eggs. 

Eggs - hatch 
in 45-60 days 
- hatchlings 

open egg shell 

- tiny egg-
tooth - weighs 

about 20 
grams - only 

one in every 

thousand 

hatchling will 

become adult. 

After many 
years, female 
turtles - 

return where 
they born  - 
to lay eggs - 

How they 

find place 

after many 
years – is a 
mystery. 

 

If  we 

systemati-

cally tackle 

problems 
and 

remove the 

threats, we 
ensure their 

lives. 
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Poem – 1  

CROCODILE  
(Kjiy)  

Lewis Carroll  
 

 

Introduction to the poem: 

“How doth the Little Crocodile” is a short poem by Lewis Carroll which appears in the novel Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland. This poem is made up of 2 stanzas. Each of these stanzas is again made up of 

4 lines. Hence, the entire poem consists of just 8 lines. The speaker of this poem is the protagonist of the 

novel, that is, Alice herself. 

,q;F nfhLf;fg;gl;Ls;s nytp]; Nfuypd; rpW ghlyhdJ mtuJ gpugykhd ehtyhd ‘Myp]; 
ml;ntd;ru;]; ,d; nthd;lu; Nyz;l;’ vd;w fijapy; tUfpd;w xd;W. ,e;jg; ghly; ehd;F 
mbfisf;nfhz;l ,uz;L gj;jpfs; nfhz;l xU ghly;. KOg;ghlYk; 8 tupfisf; nfhz;lJ. 
ehtypd; fjhehafp Myp]; Kjiyiag; ghu;j;J mjid tptupg;gJNghy ,g;ghly; mike;Js;sJ. 
 

 

Poem Lines jkpohf;fk; 

How doth the little crocodile 

       Improve his shining tail 

And pour the water of the Nile 

       On every golden scale! 

 

How cheerful he seems to grin, 

       How neatly spreads his claws, 

And welcomes little fishes in, 

       With gently smiling jaws!    
   

rpwpa Kjiy vg;gb ,Uf;fpwJ! (Kjiy cz;ikapy; ngupaJ) 

     mjd; gpufhrkhd thiy Nkk;gLj;j KbAk; 

NkYk; iey; (ejpapd;) ePiu Cw;wp 

     xt;nthU jq;fr; nrjpypd; NkYk; 
 

vt;tsT kfpo;r;rp vd;gJNghyj; Njhd;Wk; mJ rpupf;Fk;NghJ 

     vt;tsT mofhf mJ efq;fis gug;gpAs;sJ  

rpd;d kPd;fis tha;f;Fs;Ns tpisahl tuNtw;Fk;. 

     nkd;ikahf rphpf;Fk; jhilAld; 

 

 
Little Crocodile 

 
Nile River (Egypt) 

 
Welcome little fish 

 
Smiling jaws 

 

A. Read the poem aloud in pairs. (PAGE-102) 

B. Choose the rhyming words from the box and write them in the correct blanks. 

file din caws nail while paws mail thin 
 

1. claws, jaws, caws , paws  2. grin,   in, din,    thin 

3. crocodile, Nile, file, while  4. tail, scale,  nail,  mail 
 

C. Read these lines and answer the questions given below. 

1. How cheerful he seems to grin 

    i) Who does ‘he’ refer to? 

        ‘He’ refers to the crocodile 
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2.  And pour the water of the Nile 

     i) What does the Nile refer to? Where is it? 

          The Nile refers to a river. It is one of the longest rivers in the world. It is in Africa.  

          (It flows through 11 countries and ends in Egypt) 
 

3. And welcomes little fishes in 

     With gently smiling jaws! 

     i) Who welcomes the fish? Why? 

            The crocodile welcomes the fish to eat. 
 

     ii) Which line tells you that the crocodile is hungry?  

             ‘And welcomes little fish’ tells that the crocodile is hungry. 
 

D. Work in pairs.  Share your answers with your partner. 

1. What is the poem about? 

      The poem is about a little crocodile. 
 

2. How does the crocodile’s tail look? 

    The crocodile’s tail looks shining. 
 

3. What does ‘improve his tail’ mean? 

       ‘Improve his tail’ means growing its tail. 
 

4. How does he spread his claws? 

       The crocodile spreads his claws neatly. 
 

5. Why does he welcome little fishes? 

       The crocodile welcomes little fishes to eat. 
 

6. Which line talks about the crocodile’s mouth and his shape? 

       The last line ‘With gently smiling jaws’ talks about the corcodile’s mouth  
 

WRITING 

E. What does the poet say about the crocodile? Write in your own words. (in about fifty words)  

 The poet is talking about the crocodile. It lives in the river Nile.  Crocodile improves its look by pouring 

the Nile river water on its body.  It makes the crocodile shine and the scales appear golden under the 

rays of the sun. It will make the crocodile’s look very attractive to the fishes that it wants to eat. 
 

MIND MAP 
 

 Lives in River Nile 

 Improves looks by 
pouring Nile river water 

 Water makes the crocodile shine  

 Scales appear golden under the 
rays of the sun. 

 Shining makes its look 
very attractive and the 

fishes 
     

 

CROCODILE 
 

CONSOLIDATION 

 The crocodile lives in the river Nile.   

 The crocodile improves its look by pouring the Nile river water. 

 The water makes the crocodile shine. 

 The scales appear golden under the rays of the sun.  

 The shining makes the crocodile’s look very attractive to the fishes that it wants to eat. 
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Supplementary – 1  

OWLIE  
(Me;ij)  

Vijaya Ghose 
 

 

     ‘Mom’, Payal yelled in panic. ‘Owlie’s gone!’  
      “Where would she have gone, Payal?’ 
her mother said crossly.  ‘She was right 
there, sleeping in her cage a little while ago.’ 
     ‘But she’s not there now.  And, Mom, the 
door to the garden is open!’  That got Payal’s 
mother running into the room.  Sure enough, 

there was no sign of Owlie. 

 “mk;kh” ghay; gPjpapy; rj;jkpl;lhs;. “xsyp Ngha;tpl;lJ.” 
  “vq;Nf mJ NghapUf;Fk; ghay;?” mts; mk;kh 
nghWikapd;wpf; Nfl;lhs;. “rpwpJ Neuj;jpw;F Kd; 
rhpahf mjd; $z;by; J}q;fpf; nfhz;bUe;jJ.” 
  “Mdhy; ,g;nghOJ mJ mq;Nf ,y;iy.  mk;kh> 
Njhl;lj;jpw;F chpa fjTk; jpwe;jpUf;fpwJ.”  ghaypd; 
mk;kh miwapDs; Xb te;jhs;.  epr;rakhf xsyp 
,Ug;gjw;fhd milahsk; VJk; ,y;iy. 

         What was an owl doing in a house, you 

ask? Well, Payal’s house was home to all 
kinds of creatures, mainly abandoned animals.  

People brought lost dogs, injured cats and 

baby birds that had fallen out of their cages to 

Payal’s mother.  It wasn’t that they had a large 
farm or even a large house.  It’s just that 
everyone knew that Payal’s mom had a BIG 
heart!  But even in a household used to such 

unexpected visitors, Owlie’s advent had been 
memorable.   Shefali didi had just turned up 

one day, carrying a carton. 

  Me;ij xU tPl;by; vd;d nra;J nfhz;bUe;jJ vd;W 
ePq;fs; Nfl;fpwPh;fs;. ey;yJ. ghaypd; tPL vy;yh 
caphpdq;fspd; tho;tplkhFk;. Kf;fpakhf iftplg;gl;l 
tpyq;FfSf;fhd tPL. njhiye;JNghd eha;fs;> 
fhak;gl;l g+idfs;> gwitf; $l;bypUe;J fPNo tpOe;j 
rpwpa gwitfs; Mfpatw;iw kf;fs; ghaypd; 
mk;khtplk; nfhz;L tUthh;fs;. mtu;fSf;fpUe;jJ 
nghpa gz;izNah my;yJ ngupa tPNlh my;y. 
ghaypd; mk;khtplk; nghpa ,Ujak; ,Ue;jJ vd;W 
vy;yhUf;Fk; njupAk;. ,Ug;gpDk; me;j tPl;by; mg;gb 
xU vjph;ghuhj ghh;itahsiu itj;jpUe;jJ mjhtJ 
xsypapd; tUif kwf;f Kbahj xd;W.  xU ehs; 
n\ghyp mf;fh xU ml;ilg;ngl;bAld; te;jpUe;jhs;. 

          When Payal’s mother opened the carton, 
there was the smallest of owlets sitting in one 
corner, a small ball of brown and grey.  Payal’s 
mother picked her up gently and placed her in her 
lap, talking to her just as she would to the dogs.  
She had never handled owls before, so she was 

very careful not to get pecked.  When the owl got 
used to her, and seemed relaxed enough, Payal’s 
mother placed her inside a cage.  There were 
always empty cages in Payal’s house – just in case 
a bird dropped in! The baby owl climbed on the 

rod and settled herself. 

  ghaypd; mk;kh ngl;biaj; jpwe;j nghOJ mq;Nf rpwpa> 
gOg;G kw;Wk; rhk;gy; epwj;jpy; xU rpwpa ge;JNghy xU 
%iyapy; me;j Me;ijf;FQ;R  cl;fhh;e;jpUe;jJ.  
ghaypd; mk;kh mij nkJthf vLj;J jd; kbapy; 
itj;J eha;fsplk; NgRtJ Nghyg; Ngrpdhs;. mts; 
,jw;FKd; ,JNghy Me;ijfisj; J}f;fpaJ ,y;iy. 
mjdhy; nfhj;jg;glhkypUf;f kpfTk; ftdkhff; 
ifahz;lhs;.  Me;ij mtSld; nfhQ;rk; gofp rw;W 
rhe;jkile;jjhfj; Njhd;wpa gpwNf  Me;ijiaf; $z;by; 
itj;jhs;.  ghay; tPl;by; vg;nghOJk; fhypahd $z;Lfs; 
,Uf;Fk;. mg;NghJjhNd xU gwitia cs;Ns 
tplKbAk;.  me;j Me;ijf; FQ;R fk;gp Nky; Vwp jhNd 
FbNawpf; nfhz;lJ. 

     ‘Mom, what shall we call her?’ asked Payal, 
all excited. ‘You choose a name,’ said her 
mother, smiling. ‘How about Owlie?’ asked 
Payal. So Owlie it was. The name was settled, but 

there was a bigger problem. What does one feed 

an owl? 

   “mk;kh mtis ehk; vg;gbf; $g;gpLtJ?” vd ghay; 
Nfl;lhs;. vy;NyhUf;Fk; kpfTk; Mu;tkhf ,Ue;jJ. “ePNa 
xU ngaiuj; Njh;e;njL” vd;W mk;kh Gd;KWty; G+j;jgb 
$wpdhs;. “xsyp vd;w ngau; vg;gb ,Uf;fpwJ?” vd;W 
ghay; Nfl;lhs;. vdNt mJ xsyp Mapw;W.  ngah; 
Kbthfptpl;lJ Mdhy; xU nghpa gpur;rid te;jJ. 
Me;ijf;F xUth; vd;d cztspf;f Ntz;Lk;? 

     Owls are hunters.  They eat rats and snakes 

and frogs.  And in Payal’s house, they were all 
vegetarian, even the dogs! Payal’s mother was 
totally anti-meat.  But now that Owlie had 
come to stay, she had to get over her dislike for 
meat.  That was another reason why that day 

was memorable.   

  Me;ijfs; Ntl;ilf;fhuh;fs;. mit vypfs;> ghk;Gfs;> 
kw;Wk; jtisfis cz;Zk;. ghay; tPl;bNyh vy;NyhUk; 
irt czT cz;Zgth;fs;. mq;Nf cs;s eha;fSk; 
$l. ghaypd; mk;kh KOikahf ,iwr;rp cz;zhjtu;. 
Mdhy; ,g;nghOJ xsyp ,q;Nf jq;f te;Js;sJ.  mts; 
,iwr;rpia ntWg;gij epWj;j Ntz;Lk;. me;j ehs; 
kwf;f Kbahj ehshdjw;F ,J kw;nwhU fhuzk;.   

TNPSCJOB

TNPSCJOB | www.tnpscjob.com



 Way to Success 

wtsteam100@gmail.com                                                                                    www.waytosuccess.org 

 

18 

It was the first day that meat was brought to 

the house! Payal got the number from her 

friend and called the meat shop to ask them 

to deliver half a kilogram of minced meat to 

the house.   They put the meat before Owlie. 

mJjhd; me;j tPl;bw;F ,iwr;rp nfhz;L tug;gl;l 
Kjy;ehs; MFk;.  ghay; jdJ NjhopaplkpUe;J ,iwr;rpf; 
filf;fhuhpd; vz;fis thq;fp; mtuplk; njhlu;Gnfhz;L 
miuj;j ,iwr;rp miu fpNyh tPl;bw;F nfhz;Ltur; 
nrhd;dhs;. ,iwr;rpia xsypapd; Kd; itj;jdh;. 

     Of course, Owlie didn’t know what to do with 
it.  She was just a baby, after all.  If the mother owl 

had been there, she would have softened the meat 

and shoved it down Owlie’s throat.  Payal’s 
mother decided she had to be mother owl!  She 

picked up a tiny bit of meat with her right hand and 

squished it up until it was soft.  Then with her left 

hand, she pressed open Owlie’s beak and shoved 
the food down.  In a second, Owlie fell off her 

perch on to the floor of the cage.  She lay on her 

back on the floor of the cage with feet up in the air. 

  epr;rakhf xsypf;F mij itj;J vd;d nra;a Ntz;Lk; 
vd;W njhpatpy;iy. mJ xU Foe;ijjhNd. mk;kh Me;ij 
,Ue;jpUe;jhy; mJ ,iwr;rpia nkd;ikahf;fp xsypapd; 
njhz;ilapd; cs;Ns js;spapUf;Fk;. ghaypd; mk;kh 
Me;ijapd; mk;khthf khw Ntz;Lk; vd;W KbT nra;jhs;.  
mtsJ tyJ ifapy; rpwpa Jz;L ,iwr;rpia vLj;J 
nkd;ikahFk;tiu eRf;fp gpd; ,lJ ifahy; 
Me;ijf;FQ;rpd; myif mOj;jpj; jpwe;J czit cs;Ns 
js;spdhs;. vd;d tpNehjk;! xNu tpdhbapy; xsyp 
(mku;e;jpUe;j) FWf;Ff; Fr;rpapypUe;J $z;bd; jiuapy; 
tpOe;jJ. KJF jiuapYk; fhy;fs; NkNyAk; ,Uf;f fPNo 
tpOe;J ky;yhf;f fple;jJ.  

     ‘Mom!’ Payal cried, ‘You’ve killed her!’ 
Payal’s mother was equally aghast.  ‘Oh!’ 
she said.  ‘Oh, what have I done?  The poor, 
little bird!’ After Payal and her mother had 
finished crying and hugging each other, they 

started talking bravely about where to bury 

Owlie.  Just then, Owlie opened one eye and 

then the other.  She got onto her feet and 

quietly climbed the perch! 

  “mk;kh” ghay; mOjhs; “mij ePq;fs; 
nfhd;Wtpl;Bu;fs;.” ghaypd; mk;khTk; jpfpyile;jhs;.  
mts; fjwpdhs;. “N`h! ehd; vd;d nra;J tpl;Nld;? 
ghtk; rpwpa gwit” ghaYk; mtsJ mk;khTk; fl;bg; 
gpbj;J mOJ Kbj;jgpd; gpwF rw;W ijhpakhfp xsypia 
vq;Nf mlf;fk; nra;tJ vd;gJ gw;wp Ngrj; njhlq;fpdh;.  
mg;NghJjhd; xsyp xU fz;izj; jpwe;jJ. gpd; 
mLj;jijAk; jpwe;jJ. mJ vOe;J epd;W nkJthf mJ 
cl;fhUk; Fr;rpf;Fr; nry;y NkNy VwpaJ. 

     Payal learnt later that falling on her back 

and pretending to be dead was Owlie’s way 
of defending herself against danger.  Not that 

Payal’s mother was a danger to Owlie, but 
the baby owl did not know that then.  So that 

was Owlie’s first day at home. 

  gpd;gf;fkhfg; gLj;J nrj;jJ Nghy; ebj;J Mgj;Jf; 
fhyj;jpy; jd;idj; jw;fhj;Jf;nfhs;StJ xsypapd; xU 
top vd;W ghay; gpwF mwpe;J nfhz;lhs;. ghaypd; 
mk;kh xU Mgj;J my;y. mJ mg;nghOJ xsypf;Fj; 
njhpatpy;iy. ,t;thWjhd; vq;fs; tPl;by; xsypapd; 
Kjy; ehs; fope;jJ. 

     In the beginning, Owlie had to be forced to 

eat.  That was Mom’s job.  But Owlie soon 
realised that if a hand came towards her it 

meant food!  Her mouth would open 

automatically and her beak would snap around 

what was offered.  Only, Owlie found it 

difficult to know when she was being offered 

food, and would try to take a bit out of any 

hand that came her way.  This meant lots of 

bitten fingers for Payal and her mother. 

  Jtf;fj;jpy; xsypia cz;gjw;F fl;lhag;gLj;j 
Ntz;bapUe;jJ. mJ mk;khtpd; Ntiy.  Mdhy; xsyp 
tpiutpy; Ghpe;J nfhz;lJ.  mij Nehf;fp xU if 
te;jhy; mg;NghJ czT tUfpwJ vd;gijg; 
Gupe;Jnfhz;lJ. mjd; tha; jhdhfNt jpwe;Jnfhs;Sk;. 
nfhLf;fg;gl;l czit mjd; myF tpOq;fptpLk;. 
xsypf;F ve;nje;j rkaj;jpy; jdf;F czT 
mspf;fg;gLfpwJ vd;gij mwptJ fbdkhfj;jhd; 
,Ue;jJ. me;j topahf te;j ifapypUe;J rpW Jz;L 
czit vLf;fTk; Kaw;rpj;jJ.  ,jdhy; ghaYk; 
mtsJ mk;khTk; tpuy;fspy; mjpf fb thq;fpdh;. 

     Reading up more about owls and their 

habits, Payal discovered that Owlie was a 

Spotted Owlet.  She had the typical grey-

brown coat, heavily spotted with white, the 

pale face, yellow eyes and the white 

neckband, which looked like a ribbon, Payal 

decided.  Soon, Payal took over the job of 

looking after Owlie.  She saw that the cage 

was cleaned every day.  She filled the water 

bowl.  Once Owlie began to eat by herself, 

Payal too could feed her.   

   Me;ijfisAk; mjd; gof;f tof;fq;fisAk; gw;wp 
mjpfk; Gj;jfk; thrpj;jjd; %ykhf> xsyp xU Gs;spfs; 
epiwe;j Me;ijf;FQ;R tifiar; Nru;e;jJ vd;gij ghay; 
fz;L gpbj;jhs;. mjw;F rhjhuzkhd rhk;gy; kw;Wk; gOg;G 
epwKk; mjpfkhd nts;isg; Gs;spfisf; nfhz;l cly; 
gFjp> ntsph; Kfk;> kQ;rs; fz;fs;> upg;gd; Nghd;W 
fhl;rpaspj;j nts;is epw fOj;Jg;gl;il vd;gJ Nghd;w 
tptuq;fis ghay; KbNt nra;Jtpl;lhs;.  tpiutpy; xsypia 
ftdpj;Jf; nfhs;Sk; gzpia ghay; Vw;Wf;nfhz;lhs;. 
xt;nthU ehSk; $z;il Rj;jk; nra;jhs;. jz;zPh;f; 
fpz;zj;ij epug;gpdhs;.  xUKiw xsyp jhNd czT 
cz;zj; njhlq;fpaJ. ghaYk; czT Cl;l Kbe;jJ.  
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She loved the way Owlie took a piece of raw 
meat from her hand. During the day, Payal kept 
the cage covered. Owls are night birds, so they 

slept during the day. At night, when owls are 
active, Payal took off the cover. They had 
decided that they would let Owlie fly away 

once she had grown bigger. But that meant that 
she had to learn to fly. To do that, Owlie had to 
be in a closed room. 

gr;ir ,iwr;rpia mts; ifapypUe;J xsyp vLj;J 
cz;Zk; tpjj;ij mts; urpj;jhs;.  gfy; Neuj;jpy; 
ghay; $z;il %b itj;jhs;.  Me;ijfs; ,uT Neug; 
gwitfs;. mjdhy; mit gfypy; J}q;Fk;.  ,utpy; 
RWRWg;ghf ,Uf;Fk; NghJ ciwia vLj;J tpLths;.  
xsyp ngupjhf tsh;e;jTld; gwf;ftpl;L tpl Ntz;Lk; 
vd KbT nra;jdh;.  mjw;F mts; gwf;f fw;Wf; 
nfhs;s Ntz;Lk;. mjw;F xsyp %ba xU miwapy; 
trpf;f Ntz;Lk;. 

     After much discussion, Owlie’s cage was 
shifted to the library.  It was a lovely room with 

two doors – one which led to the rest of the 

house and the other that opened into the garden.  

It was also Payal’s favourite room.  It had tall 
bookshelves and she spent hours there, reading 

all kinds of books.  The bookshelves also had 

lots of little knick knacks.  Her mother loved 

pretty things, and displayed them here along 

with the books.  So there were beautiful pieces 

of pottery, dolls from wherever they had 

travelled, and of course wooden and clay 

animals and birds from all around the world. 

  epiwa Ngr;Rthh;j;ijfSf;Fg; gpd; xsypapd; $z;L 
E}yfj;jpw;F khw;wg;gl;lJ.  mJ ,uz;L fjTfis 
cila mofpa miw. xU fjT tPl;bd; kw;w 
miwfSf;F nry;tjw;Fk; kw;nwhd;W Njhl;lj;jpw;F 
nry;tjw;Fk; itf;fg;gl;bUe;jJ. ,J ghaYf;F gpbj;jkhd 
miwAk; $l. ,q;F caukhd Gj;jf mykhhpfs; cs;sd. 
vy;yh tifahd Gj;jfq;fisAk; thrpg;gjw;F mts; gy 
kzp Neuq;fs; mq;F nrytopg;ghs;. Gj;jf mykhhpapy; gy 
rpWrpW moFg; nghUl;fSk; ,Ue;jd.  mk;khTf;F 
mofhd nghUl;fisg; gpbf;Fk; mjdhy; mtw;iwg; 
Gj;jfq;fSld; fhl;rpf;fhf itj;jpUe;jhs;.  mth;fs; 
gazk; nra;j ,lq;fspy; thq;fpa kz;ghz;lg; nghUl;fs;> 
nghk;ikfs;> kw;Wk; cynfq;Fk; cs;s ku kw;Wk; 
fspkz;zhyhd kpUfq;fs; gwitfs;. 

     Once Owlie was moved to the library, strict 

rules were laid down for everyone in the house.  

The two doors were never to be left open – not 

at night, not in the day. Every night, Payal 

would leave the cage door open and put a plate 

of mincemeat on top of the cage.  This was so 

that when Owlie flew out of her cage, she could 

also learn to find her food. 

  xsyp E}yfj;jpw;Fs; nfhz;L nry;yg;gl;l gpd; 
tPl;by; cs;s midtUf;Fk; fLikahd rl;ljpl;lq;fs; 
tpjpf;fg;gl;ld. ,utpYk; gfypYk;  ,uz;L fjTfSk; 
xUNghJk; jpwe;J itf;fg;glf; $lhJ. xt;nthU ,uTk; 
ghay; $z;bd; fjitj; jpwe;J $z;bd; Nky; miuj;j 
,iwr;rpapd; jl;il itg;ghs;.  ,J xsyp $z;iltpl;L 
ntspNa te;jJk; jdJ czitj; Njlf; fw;Wf; 
nfhs;tjw;F Kbe;jJ. 

     Initially, Payal would shut the cage door every 
morning when she popped in to say hello to Owlie 
before going to school. She would always find 

Owlie on her perch inside the cage, though the cage 
door was still open. But Payal knew Owlie was 

flying because she found bits of meat all over the 
room. After, some time, Payal stopped shutting the 
cage door even during the day.  After all, people 

seldom went into that room all day, and Owlie was 
always asleep, so there seemed little point. 

   Jtf;fj;jpy; ghay; gs;sp nry;Yk;Kd; xsypf;F `Nyh 
nrhy;yptpl;L $z;bd; fjitg; G+l;b tpLths;. mts; 
vg;nghOJk; $z;L jpwe;jpUf;Fk;NghJ$l xsyp tof;fkhf 
mkUk; me;j Fr;rpapNyNa mku;e;jpUg;gij ghu;g;ghs;. Mdhy; 
ghaYf;F xsyp gwf;fpwJ vd;gJ njhpAk; Vndd;why; ,iwr;rpj; 
Jz;Lfs; miw KOtJk; fplg;gij mts; ghh;g;ghs;.  rpy 
ehl;fSf;Fg; gpwF gfypYk; $z;bd; fjit %Ltij epWj;jp 
tpl;lhs;.  gpd; kf;fs; me;j miwf;Fr; nry;tij nuhk;gNt 
epWj;jptpl;bUe;jdu;. mjdhy; xsyp vg;nghOJk; J}q;fpaJ. 
vdNt mjid ahUk; ngupjhf vLj;Jf;nfhs;stpy;iy. 

     Every day when Payal came back from 

school, the first thing she did was to peep into 

the library.  Usually, she would find Owlie fast 

asleep on her perch.  But today, it was different.  

The cage was empty and there was no sign of 

Owlie! And the door to the garden was open.  

‘Mom!’ Payal howled. ‘Who left the garden 
door open?  How will we find Owlie now?  

‘Don’t panic,’ said Mom. ‘She must be 
somewhere around.’  They shut the garden door 
and looked in every corner of the room.  Behind 

doors, on top of the tall bookshelves, in every 

nook and cranny.  No Owlie. 

   xt;nthU ehSk; gs;spapypUe;J jpUk;gpaTld; ghay; 
nra;j Kjy;Ntiy E}yfj;ij vl;bg; ghh;g;gJ. $z;by; 
xsyp tof;fkhf cl;fhUk; Fr;rpkPJ mku;e;jthW Mo;e;j 
J}f;fj;jpy; ,Ug;gijg; ghh;g;ghs;. Mdhy; ,d;W 
tpj;jpahrkhf ,Ue;jJ.  $z;L ntWikahf ,Ue;jJ.  
xsypapd; milahsNk ,y;iy.  Njhl;lj;jpw;Fr; nry;Yk; 
fjT jpwe;jpUe;jJ.  “mk;kh” vd;W ghay; Cisapl;lhs;.  
“ahh; Njhl;lf;fjit jpwe;J itj;jJ?  ,g;nghOJ ehk; 
xsypia vg;gb fz;Lgpbg;gJ?” “gjl;lg;glhNj” vd;whs; 
mk;kh. “mJ ,q;Fjhd; vq;fhtJ ,Uf;Fk;.”  Njhl;lf; 
fjit rhj;jptpl;L miwapd; xt;nthU %iyapYk; 
ghh;j;jdh;. fjtpw;F gpd;dhy;> Gj;jf mykhhpfspd; 
Nky;gFjp vd vy;yh %iy KLf;FfspYk; ghh;j;jdh;. 
xsyp ,y;iy. 
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      Tears ran down Payal’s cheeks. They had 
wanted Owlie to fly away, but not so soon.  

She was still so small, how would she hunt 

for her food? What if a kite or eagle swooped 

down on her? Finally, Mom said, ‘Well, now 
Owlie has gone, we may as well leave the 

doors open and air the room.’ Wiping her 
tears, Payal threw open the doors to the 

room.  She hoped secretly that Owlie would 

come in if the doors were kept open. 

   ghaypd; fd;dq;fspy; fz;zPh; tope;NjhbaJ. 
mtu;fs; xsyp gwf;f Ntz;Lk; vd;W tpUk;gpdhu;fs;. 
Mdhy; ,t;tsT tpiutpy; ,y;iy. mJ ,d;Dk; 
kpfTk; rpwpa capupdk;. mJ vg;gb czit 
Ntl;ilahLk;. gUe;J my;yJ fOF mijj; 
jhf;fptpl;lhy; vd;d nra;tJ? ,Wjpahf mk;kh 
nrhd;dhs;> “ey;yJ> ,g;NghJ xsyp nrd;Wtpl;lJ.  
fhw;Nwhl;lj;jpw;fhf miwapd; fjitj; jpwe;J 
itg;Nghk;.” fjitj; jpwe;J itj;jhy; xsyp cs;Ns 
te;JtpLk; vd;W ufrpakhf mk;kh ek;gpdhs;. 

       Mom left the room to go do her 

afternoon errands. When she came back a 

couple of hours later, Payal was sitting, 

gazing mournfully at Owlie’s cage. ‘Why 

don’t you find yourself a good book to read?’ 
Mom asked. She knew that reading a book 

was the only way Payal would cheer up.  

When Payal was sad, she always read.  

‘Okay’, sighed Payal, and started looking for 
a book she had not read. 

     gpw;gfy; Ntiyfisr; nra;tjw;fhf mk;kh 
miwia tpl;L ntspNa nrd;whs;. ,uz;L kzp Neuk; 
fopj;J mts; jpUk;g te;jNghJ ghay; cl;fhh;e;J 
xsypapd; $z;ilj; Jf;fj;Jld; ghh;j;Jf; 
nfhz;bUe;jijg; ghu;j;jhs;.  “eP Vd; xU ey;y 
Gj;jfj;ij vLj;J gbf;ff; $lhJ?”  vd;W Nfl;lhs;.  
thrpf;f itg;gJ kl;LNk mtisr; re;Njh\g;gLj;Jk; 
xNu top vd;gJ mk;khTf;F njhpAk;. ghay; Nrhfkhf 
,Uf;Fk; NghJ tof;fkhf thrpg;ghs;.  “rhp” vd;W 
KZKZj;j ghay; jhd; thrpf;fhj xU Gj;jfj;ijj; 
Njbdhs;. 

       She noticed a curio on a shelf that she 

had never noticed before. Hello? Where did 

this one come from, she wondered. Where 

did her mother get the owl from? She was 

about to pick it up when the curio opened 

one eye… It was Owlie pretending to be a 
curio! ‘Mom!’ bawled Payal. ‘She’s back!’ 
‘Don’t you ever give me a fright like that 
again,’ she scolded the owl as she put her 
back in her cage.  Payal swore later that 

Owlie winked back at her.  

She probably did.                                                 

     mts; Gj;jf mykhhp xd;wpy; ,Jtiu mts; 
ftdpf;fhj GJikahd fiyg;nghUs; xd;iw 
ftdpj;jhs;. “`Nyh ,J vq;fpUe;J te;jJ” mts; 
Mr;rhpag;gl;lhs;. mk;kh vq;fpUe;J ,e;j Me;ijia 
thq;fpdhs;?  mts; mij vLf;fg; NghFk; NghJ me;j 
GJikf; fiyg;nghUs; xU fz;izj; jpwe;jJ.  mJ 
‘xsyp’. GJikf; fiyg;nghUshf ebj;Jf; 
nfhz;bUe;jpUf;fpwJ. “mk;kh” fj;jpdhs; ghay;. “mJ 
kPz;Lk; te;Jtpl;lJ.”  “,JNghy; ,d;ndhUKiw 
gaq;fhl;b tplhNj” xsypiaj; jpl;bathNw kWgbAk; 
mijf;$z;by; tpl;lhs;.  Me;ij mtis ghh;j;J fz; 
rpkpl;bajhf gpd;du; xUehs; ghay; nrhd;dhs;. mJ 
mNefkhf mg;gbNa nra;jJ. 

 

 
Brown and Grey owlet 

 
Owlet in one corner  

 
Mother picked her up  

  

 
Owlie pretended to be 

dead 

 
Plate of minced meat 

 
Owlie was forced to eat 

 
Owlie was flying 

 
Owlie pretended as curio 
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A. Identify the character / speaker. (PAGE-106) 

1. Owlie’s gone!      - Payal 

2. She opened one eye and then the other.  - Owlie 

3. Don’t panic.      - Payal’s mom 
 

B. Choose the correct answer from the options given. 

1. The owlet was _____________. (brown and grey / white and grey) 

2. In Payal’s family, they were all ____________. (non-vegetarian / vegetarian) 

3. The cage was shifted to the ____________. (library / living room) 
 

C. Read the passage and answer the questions. 
 Payal and her mother started talking bravely about where to bury Owlie.  Just then, Owlie opened 

one eye and then the other.  She got onto her feet and quietly climbed the perch! Payal learnt later that 

falling on her back and pretending to be dead was Owlie’s way of defending herself against danger. 
 

1. Why did Payal and her mother want to bury Owlie? 

They thought that the Owlie was dead. 
 

2. What did Owlie do then? 

Owlie opened one eye and then the other. 
 

3. What did Payal learn from Owlie’s pretence? 

It was Owlie’s way of defending herself against danger. 
 

D. Rearrange the following jumbled sentences in the correct order. 

 Payal’s house was a home for abandoned animals.  
 It was a small ball of brown and grey.       

 She found an owlet in one corner.        

 Payal’s mother picked her up gently.    

 Payal’s mother opened the carton.   
 One day they got a carton.   

Answers: 

 Payal’s house was a home for abandoned 
animals. 

 One day they got a carton. 
 Payal’s mother opened the carton. 
 She found an owlet in one corner. 
 It was a small ball of brown and grey. 

 Payal’s mother picked her up gently. 
 

E. Discuss in pairs. Then write the answers. 

1.  What kind of a girl was Payal? What did she like?  How did she behave with animals and people? 

         Payal was a kind hearted girl.  She liked reading books.  She was so kind and loved 

animals and people. 
 

2.  Do you think Owlie was happy to be with Payal? Give reasons for your answer. 

         Yes, Owlie was happy to be with Payal.  She felt very bad when it fell down.  She was not 

able to bear the pain of separation, when it was lost.  These instances showed that Payal was 

happy with Owlie.  
 

PROJECT 

F. *Listen to the teacher read the passage.  Watch this website: https://sstcn.org/  Then write a 

paragraph on students’ Turtle walk Chennai 2017. 
 

Turtle Walk Chennai 2017 

  The Students’ Sea Turtle Conservation Network (SSTCN) is a voluntary group mainly 

comprising students who have been working in the beaches of Chennai Since 1987 trying to 

conserve and create awareness about the endangered Olive Ridley sea turtle.  They nest on our 

beaches at night, between January and March every year.  During this season we walk in the 

beaches every night looking for their eggs which we collect and relocate to a safe place.   When 

the turtle hatchlings emerge after 45 days, we release them safely into the sea.  On Friday and 

Saturday nights we conduct a walk for interested people.  We use this opportunity to interact with 

them and create awareness about the plight of an endangered species and the state of the 

environment.  The walks are not for entertainment. 
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 CONNECTING TO SELF   

G. Write a caption for these pictures.  One is done for you. 

   
Avoid Plastics. Save environment. Save Trees. Save world. Water - the soul of earth. Save it. 

 
 

STEPS TO SUCCESS 
 

H. Find their group name and write them in the blanks.  One is done for you. 

 

 
 

1. Eel, seal, walrus, seahorse   - Sea animals 

2. pearl, coral, conch, oil    - Gems 

3. submarine, ship, yacht, ferry   - water transport 

4. kite surfing, scuba diving, parasailing - water sports 

5. albatross, penguin, pelican, fish hawk   - birds 

 

Mind Map 

 

Consolidation 
 

Payal’s house  
 Payal’s house was a home for 

abandoned animals.   

 Her mother was kind-hearted. 

Owlie 

 One day they got an owlet.      

 They named it ‘Owlie’. 
 They fed it minced meat. 

To Fly 

 They had decided to let Owlie fly 

away, once she had grown bigger. 

 To train the Owlie to fly, its cage was 

shifted to the library.   

Curio 

 One day Payal found Owlie missing. 

 Later she noticed a curio. 

 It was Owlie pretending to be a curio! 

 They were happy. 

 

 

Eg: elephant, tiger, lion, monkey – Land animals 
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Unit – 2  

WHEN THE TREES WALKED  
(kuq;fs; ele;jNghJ)  

Ruskin Bond 
 

 

Prose - English ciueil - jkpohf;fk; 
Warm up 
A. Describe the picture:  
 This picture is about a tree and its uses. 
 In this picture, we can see children are 

playing under the tree. 
 There are birds and monkeys on the tree. 
 The tree is far away from the settlements.  
 There are lot of fruits on the tree 

Maj;jk; 
m) glj;ij tptupf;f. 
 ,e;jg;glk; xU kuj;ijAk; mjd; gad;fisg; gw;wpajhfTk; ,Uf;fpwJ. 
 ,e;jg;glj;jpy; Foe;ijfs; kuj;jpd; mbapy; 
tpisahLtijg; ghu;f;f KbfpwJ. 

 kuj;jpd; kPJ gwitfs; kw;Wk; Fuq;Ffs; ,Uf;fpd;wd. 
 me;j kuk; FbapUg;Gg;gFjpapypUe;J rw;W njhiytpy; cs;sJ. 
 me;j kuj;jpy; epiwa goq;fs; ,Uf;fpd;wd. 

B. Discuss and answer: 

What are the children doing? Describe their 

activities. 
The children are playing. They are playing 
frog-jumping and swinging. One of the girls is 
watching a bird with binocular. One is plucking 
a fruit and the other one is reading a book. 
Some are trying to climb up the tree.  

Would you like to be in their place? If so 

what would you enjoy the most? 

Yes, I would like to be in their place. I enjoy 

eating the fruits from the tree. 

M) tpthjpj;J tpilasp. 
Foe;ijfs; vd;d nra;J nfhz;bUf;fpd;wdu;? mtu;fsJ 
nray;ghLfis tptup. 
Foe;ijfs; tpisahbf;nfhzbUf;fpwhu;fs;. mtu;fs; 
CQ;ryhl;lk; kw;Wk; ‘gr;irf;Fjpiu’ tpisahl;Lf;fis 
tpisahLfpwhu;fs;. mtu;fspy; xU ngz; igdhFyupy; xU 
gwitiag; ghu;j;Jf;nfhz;bUf;fpwhs;. xUtd; gok; gwpj;Jf; 
nfhz;bUf;fpwhd;. kw;nwhUtd; gbj;Jf; nfhz;bUf;fpwhd;. 
rpyu; kuj;jpd; kPJ Vw Kaw;rp nra;J nfhz;bUf;fpwhu;fs;.  
eP mtu;fsJ ,lj;jpw;Fr; nry;y tpUg;gkh? mg;gbnadpy; eP 
vij mjpfk; tpUk;Gtha;? 
Mk;. ehd; mtu;fsJ ,lj;jpw;Fr; nry;y tpUg;gk;jhd;. me;j 
kuj;jpypUf;Fk; goq;fisg; gwpj;J rhg;gpLtij tpUk;GfpNwd;. 

SECTION – I 

     One morning while I was sitting beside 

Grandfather on the veranda steps, I noticed the 

tendril of a creeping vine trailing nearby. As 

we sat there in the soft sunshine of a North 

Indian winter, I saw the tendril moving slowly 

towards Grandfather. Twenty minutes later, it 

had crossed the step and was touching his feet. 

gFjp – 1 
     xUehs; fhiyg;nghOjpy; ehd; vd; tPl;bYs;s 
jho;thuj;jpd; gbf;fl;Lfspy; vd; jhj;jhtpd; mUfpy; 
mku;e;jpUe;j nghOJ> xU glUk; nrbapd; nfhbr;RUis 
vq;fsUfpy; fz;Nld;. mJ tl,e;jpa Fspu;fhyj;jpw;Nf 
cupj;jhd xU nkd;ikahd #upad; gpufhrpf;fpd;w 
fhiyg;nghOJ. mg;nghOJ me;jg; glUk; nrbapd; 
nfhbahdJ nky;y nky;y vd; jhj;jhtpdUfpy; tUtij 
ehd; fz;Nld;. 20 epkplq;fspy; mJ ehq;fs; mku;e;jpUe;j 
gbf;fl;Lfisf; fle;J vd; jhj;jhtpd; ghjq;fis njhl;lJ. 

      There is probably a scientific explanation for 

the plant’s behaviour - something to do with light 

and warmth perhaps - but I liked to think it 

moved across the steps simply because it wanted 

to be near Grandfather. One always felt like 

drawing close to him. Sometimes when I sat by 

myself beneath a tree, I would feel rather lonely 

but as soon as Grandfather joined me, the garden 

became a happy place. Grandfather had served 

many years in the Indian Forest service and it was 

natural that he should know trees and like them. 

On his retirement, he built a bungalow on the 

outskirts of Dehradun, planting trees all around – 

lime, mango, orange and guava, also eucalyptus, 

jacaranda, and Persian lilacs. In the fertile Doon 

Valley, plants and trees grew tall and strong. 

nfhbapd; ,r;nraYf;fhd mwptpay; G+u;tkhd fhuzj;ij 
Muha;e;jhy; mJ ntspr;rk; kw;Wk; ntg;gk; fhuzkhf 
epfo;e;jJ vdyhk;. Mdhy; vd; rpe;jidnay;yhk; mr;nrbapd; 
nfhbahdJ vd; jhj;jhtpdUfpy; ,Uf;f tpUk;gpNa efu;e;jjhf 
ehd; epidf;fpNwd;. xt;nthUtUNk mtuUfpNyNa ,Uf;f 
tpUk;Gtu;. rpyNeuq;fspy; ehd; Njhl;lj;jpy; kuj;jbapy; 
mku;e;jpUf;Fk; nghOJ jdpikia czu;e;jJz;L. Mdhy; 
vd; jhj;jh te;jTlNd me;j Njhl;lk; kpfTk; kfpo;r;rpahd 
,lkhf khwptpLk;. jhj;jh gy Mz;Lfshf ,e;jpa 
tdj;Jiwapy; gzpahw;wpAs;shu;. mtu; kuq;fisg; gw;wp 
njupe;jpUg;gJk; mjid tpUk;GtJk; ,aw;ifahdNj. mtu; 
gzpepiwT nra;j gpd;G Nluh^d; efupd; Gwefu; gFjpapy; xU 
khspifiaf; fl;b> mjidr; Rw;wpYk; gy tifahd 
kuq;fis el;lhu; - vYkpr;ir> kh> MuQ;R kw;Wk; nfha;ah> 
NkYk; ijykuk;> [hf;fuhz;lh kw;Wk; ghurPf ypy;yp kyu; 
nrbfisAk; el;lhu;. nropg;Gkp;f;f Nluh^d; gs;sj;jhf;Ffspy; 
kuq;fs; kpfTk; caukhfTk;> typikahfTk; tsUk;.  
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     There were other trees in the compound before the 
house was built, including an old peepul that had forced 
its way through the walls of an abandoned outhouse, 

knocking the bricks down with its vigorous growth. 
Peepul trees are great show offs. Even when there is no 
breeze, their broad-chested, slim-waisted leaves will 

spin like tops determined to attract your attention and 
invite you into the shade. Grandmother had wanted the 
peepul tree cut down but Grandfather had said, ‘Let it 
be, we can always build another outhouse.’ 

   khspif fl;Ltjw;F Kd;G mNj ,lj;jpy; NtWrpy 
kuq;fSk; ,Ue;jd. mjpnyhU murkuKk; ,Ue;jJ. mJ 
mq;fpUe;j gioa ghoile;j tPl;bd; Rtu;fspd; 
nrq;fy;fis cilj;Jf;nfhz;L gykhf tsu;e;jpUe;jJ. 
murkuq;fs; ghu;g;gjw;F mw;Gjkhdit. fhw;W vJTk; 
tPrhj Neuq;fspy; $l mjd; mfd;W tpupe;j mikg;Gk;> 
nky;ypa ,iyfSk; gk;guk; Nghy Rod;W fhz;Nghiu 
fspg;Gwr; nra;J jd; epoiy Nehf;fp miof;Fk;. ghl;b 
me;j murkuj;ij ntl;l epidj;jhu;fs;. Mdhy; jhj;jh 
mk;kuk; ,Uf;fl;Lk;. ehk; Njitnadpy; ,d;ndhU tPL 
fl;bf;nfhs;syhk; vd;whu;. 

     Grandmother didn’t mind trees, but she 
preferred growing flowers and was constantly 

ordering catalogues and seeds. Grandfather, 

helped her out with the gardening not because 

he was crazy about flower gardens but because 

he liked watching butterflies and ‘There’s only 
one way to attract butterflies’, he said, ‘and that 
is to grow flowers for them.’ 

  ghl;b kuq;fisg; gw;wp ngUkstpy; fz;Lnfhs;stpy;iy. 
Mdhy; mts; kyu;r;nrbfs; tsu;g;gij tpUk;gpdhs;. 
,iltplhJ kyu;fspd; gl;bay;fisAk;>  tpijfisAk; 
tutioj;Jf;nfhz;bUg;ghu;fs;. jhj;jh ghl;bf;F kyu;j;- 
Njhl;lq;fisg; guhkupg;gjpy; ngUkstp;y; cjTthu;. fhuzk; 
mtu; kyu;fs; kPJ jdpahj Mu;tk; nfhz;ltu; vd;gjhy; my;y. 
Mdhy; mtu; mq;F tUk; tz;zj;Jg; G+r;rpfisf; ftdpg;gjpy; 
Mu;tKilatu;. “tz;zj;Jg; G+r;rpfisf; ftu G+f;fis 
tsu;g;gJjhd; xNu top” vd jhj;jh $Wthu;.   

Do you know? 

India has more than 17000 species of flowering 

plants. Tamil Nadu with more than 5000 species 

– nearly   1/3rd of the total flora of India- probably 

has the highest diversity in India. 

cq;fSf;F njhpAkh? 
,e;jpahtpy; 17000-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l G+f;Fk; jhtuq;fs; cs;sd. 
,tw;wpy; jkpo;ehl;by; 5000-f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l ,dq;fs;> mjhtJ 
,e;jpahtpd; nkhj;j G+f;Fk; jhtuq;fspy; %d;wpy; xU gq;F 
G+f;Fk; jhtuq;fs; ,q;F fhzg;gLfpd;wd.  

SECTION – II 
     Grandfather wasn’t content with growing 
trees in our compound. During the rains, he 
would walk into the jungle beyond the river-
bed armed with cuttings and saplings which he 
would plant in the forest. 
     ‘But no one ever comes here’ I had 
protested, the first time we did this. ‘Who’s 
going to see them?’ 
      ‘See, we’re not planting them simply to 
improve the view’, replied Grandfather. ‘We’re 
planting them for the forest and for the animals 
and birds who live here and need more food 
and shelter.’ 

gFjp – 2 
     jhj;jh vq;fs; tPl;by; kuq;fs; tsu;g;gNjhL jd; 
gzpia epWj;jtpy;iy. kiof;fhyq;fspy; Mw;Wg; 
gLiffisf; fle;J mlu;e;j tdg;gFjpfSf;F iffspy; 
rpW nrbfSld; gazk; nra;J mjid elTk; 
nra;thu;fs;. 
    “Mdhy; ahUNk ,q;Nf tug;Nghtjpy;iy” vd Kjypy; 
ehd; jhj;jhit jLj;jJz;L. “ahu; ,ijnay;yhk; ghu;f;fg; 
Nghfpwhu;fs;?” 
     “,e;j ,lj;jpy; ehk; fhZk; moif mjpfupg;gjw;fhf 
kl;Lk; kuq;fis eltpy;iy” vd gjpYiuj;jhu; vd; jhj;jh. 
“ehk; fhLfs; ngUfTk;> ,t;tplj;jpy; thOk; tpyq;Ffs;> 
gwitfSf;fhf> mitfspd; czT kw;Wk; 
jq;Fkplj;jpw;fhfTk; kuq;fis eLfpNwhk;” vd;whu; jhj;jh. 

      ‘Of course, men need trees too’, he added, 
‘To keep the desert away, to attract rain, to 
prevent the banks of rivers from being washed 

away, for fruit and flowers, leaf and seed. Yes, 

for timber too. But men are cutting down trees 

without replacing them and if we don’t plant a 
few trees ourselves, a time will come when the 

world will be one great desert.’ 

“kdpjDf;Fk; kuq;fs; mtrpak;” jhj;jh NkYk; nrhd;dhu; 
“kuq;fs; G+kp ghiytdkhfhky; jLf;fTk;> kioiag; 
ngwTk;> Mw;wpd; fiufs; fiue;J Nghfhky; jLf;fTk;> 
goq;fs; kw;Wk; G+f;fSf;fhfTk;> ,iyfs; kw;Wk; 
tpijfSf;fhfTk; ,d;wpaikahjJ. Mk;> 
kuf;fl;ilfSf;fhfTk;jhd;. Mdhy; kdpju;fNsh kuq;fis 
ntl;Lfpwhu;fs;> mjw;F khw;whf Gjpa kuf;fd;Wfis 
eLtjp;;y;iy. ehk; ekf;fhd kuq;fis elhkNyNa Nghdhy;> 
,e;j G+kp KOtJk; xU ghiytdkhf khWk;.”  

     The thought of a world without trees 

became a sort nightmare to me and I helped 

Grandfather in his tree-planting with greater 

enthusiasm. And while we went about our 

work, he taught me a poem by George Morris: 

            Woodman, spare that tree! 

 Touch not a single bough! 

 In youth it sheltered me, 

 And I’ll protect it now. 

kuq;fs; ,y;yhj ,t;Tyif epidj;Jg;ghu;f;f vdf;F mJ 
nfhLq;fdthfNt Njhd;wpaJ. vdNt ehd; vd; jhj;jhtpw;F 
kuq;fs; eLtjw;F Nguhu;tj;NjhL JizGupe;Njd;. ehq;fs; 
vq;fs; gzpiar; nra;J nfhz;bUf;Fk; Ntisapy; vd; 
jhj;jh [hu;[; Nkhup]; mtu;fspd; ghlnyhd;iw vdf;F 
fw;Wf; nfhLj;jhu;fs;. 
  kuk; ntl;LgtNu me;j kuj;ij tpl;LtpLq;fs;! 
  mjd; xU fpisiaf; $lj; njhlhjPu;fs;! 
  vd; ,sikf;fhyq;fspy; mJ vd;id ghJfhj;jJ> 
  ,g;nghOJ mjidf; fhg;gJ vd; flik. 
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     ‘One day the trees will move again’, said 
Grandfather.  ‘They’ve been standing still for 
thousands of years but there was a time when they 

could walk about like people. Then along came an 

interfering busybody who cast a spell over them, 

rooting them to one place. But they’re always trying 
to move. See how they reach out with their arms! 

And some of them, like the banyan tree with its 

travelling aerial roots, manage to get quite far.’ 

    xUehs; ,e;j kuq;fs; kPz;Lk; efUnkd;whu; jhj;jh. 
mitfs; gy;yhapuf;fzf;fhd tUlq;fshf epd;W 
nfhz;Nljhd; ,Uf;fpd;wd. Mdhy; mitfs;  kf;fisg; 
Nghy ele;Jnfhz;bUe;j fhyk; xd;W ,Ue;jJ. gpd;du; ahNuh 
xUtu; te;J me;j  ,ufrpaj;jpy; jiyapl;L mitfis xNu 
,lj;jpy; Ntu;tpl;L tsUkhW rgpj;jpUf;fyhk;. Mdhy; 
mitfs; mt;tplk; tpl;L efuNt  vg;nghOJk; njhlu;e;J 
Kaw;rpfpd;wd. mitfs; vt;thW jq;fs; fuq;fis 
ePl;bAs;sd vd;gij ghu;. Mykuj;ijg;Nghd;w rpy kuq;fs; 
jq;fs; tpOJfshy; rpWnjhiyT gazpf;fpd;wd.  

      We found an island, a small rocky island in 

a dry river-bed. It was one of those river-beds 

so common in foothills, which are completely 

dry in summer but flooded during the monsoon 

rains. A small mango tree was growing on the 

island. ‘If a small tree can grow here.’ said 
Grandfather, so can others.’  

     fha;e;JNghd Mw;Wg;gLifapy; ehq;fs; xU rpwpa 
ghiwfs; epiwe;j jPT xd;iwf; fz;Nlhk;. 
kiyabthuq;fspy; mJNghd;w Mw;Wg;gLiffs; 
fhzg;gLtJ rhjhuzkhdJ> mitfs; Nfhilf;fhyq;fspy; 
twz;Lk;> gUtkiof;fhyq;fsp;y; nts;sg;ngUf;nfLj;Jk; 
fhzg;gLk;. xU rpwpa khkuk; mq;Nf tsu;e;jpUe;jJ. xU 
rpwpa kuk; tsuKbankdpy;> kw;w kuq;fSk; mq;Nf 
tsUk; vd;whu; jhj;jh.  

As soon as the rains set in and while rivers could still 

be crossed, we set out with a number of tamarind, 

laburnum, and coral tree saplings and cuttings and 

spent the day planting them on the island. 

kionga;aj; njhlq;fpaJNk> mk;kioePu; Mw;iwj; njhLk; 
Kd;dNu ehq;fs; gy Gspa kuf;fd;Wfs;> ,Yg;ig kw;Wk; 
Nfhuy; kuf;fd;WfNshL nrd;W xUehs; KOtJk; me;j 
jPtpy; nrytpl;L mtw;iw el;L te;Njhk;. 

Do you know? 

The Western Ghats is home to nearly 325 

globally-threatened flora, fauna, bird, 

amphibian, reptile and fish species. 

cq;fSf;F njhpAkh? 
Nkw;F njhlh;r;;rp kiyahdJ> cyf mstpy; 
mr;RWjy;fSf;F cs;shd fpl;ljl;l 325 tifahd 
fhLfs; my;yJ kuq;fSf;Fk;> tpyq;FfSf;Fk;> 
gwitfSf;Fk;> ePh;epy caphpdq;fSf;Fk;> Ch;td kw;Wk; 
kPd; tiffSf;Fk; Gfyplkhf tpsq;FfpwJ. 

SECTION – III 

     The monsoon season was the time for rambling 

about. At every turn, there was something new to 

see. Out of the earth and rock and leafless boughs, 

the magic touch of the rains had brought life and 

greenness. You could see the broad-leaved vines 

growing. Plants sprang up in the most unlikely of 

places. A peepul would take root in the ceiling; a 

mango would sprout on the window-sill. We did not 

like to remove them but they had to go if the house 

was to be kept from falling down. 

gFjp – 3 
     kiof;fhyk; xU Gjpuhd fhyk;. mJ ekf;fhf 
xt;nthU KiwAk; VNjh xU GJikiag; gilf;fpwJ. 
kz;zpypUe;Jk;> ghiwfspypUe;Jk;> ,iyfsw;w 
fpisfSk;$l kioePupd; ke;jpuj; jPz;Ljyhy; capu;ngw;W 
gRikailfpd;wd. ehk; ePz;l> mfykhd ,iyfisf; 
nfhz;l nfhbfs; glu;tijf; fhzyhk;. rhj;jpakw;w 
,lq;fspnyy;yhk; jhtuq;fs; tsu;e;jpUg;gijf; fhzyhk;. 
murkuk; ek; tPLfspy; Nkw;$iufspy; Ntu;tpl;bUf;Fk;> 
khkuq;fs; rhsuj;jpy; Kisj;jpUf;Fk;. ehk; mitfis 
ePf;f tpUk;ghj nghOJk;> mitfspd; tsu;r;rp tPl;il 
ghjpf;Fnkd;gjhy; mitfis ePf;FNthk;. 

      ‘If you want to live in a tree, that’s all right 
by me’, said Grandmother crossly. ‘But I like 
having a roof over my head and I’m not going 
to have my roof brought down by the jungle.’     
Then came the Second World War and I was 

sent away to a boarding school. During the 

holidays, I went to live with my father in Delhi. 

Meanwhile my grandparents sold the house and 

went to England. Two or three years later, I too 

went to England and was away from India for 

several years. 

  “ePq;fs; kuj;jpNy tho tpUk;gpdhy; mj;NjhL thOq;fs; 
vd;W tpl;LtpLNtd;” vd;ghu;fs; ghl;b Nfhgkhf. “ehd; vd; 
jiyf;F NkNy Nkw;$iu ,Ug;gijNa tpUk;GfpNwd;. Mdhy; 
xUnghOJk; ,e;j fhLfshy; mf;$iu ,be;J tpOtij ehd; 
nghWj;Jf;nfhs;skhl;Nld;. mJ ,uz;lhk; cyfg;Nghu; 
eilngw;w jUzk;. ehd; cz;L ciwtplg;gs;spf;F 
mDg;gg;gl;Nld;. tpLKiw ehl;fspd; nghOJ ehd; vd; 
je;ijAld; trpg;gjw;fhf nly;ypf;Fr; nrd;WtpLNtd;. 
,t;tpilntspapy; vd; jhj;jh-ghl;b mtu;fspd; tPl;il tpw;W 
tpl;L ,q;fpyhe;J ehl;bw;Fr; nrd;W tpl;ldu;. ,uz;L my;yJ 
%d;whz;Lfspy; ehDk; mq;Nf nrd;W gy Mz;Lfshf 
,e;jpahit tpl;L njhiytpNyNa ,Ue;Njd;. 

 Some years later, I returned to Dehradun. 

After first visiting the old house-it hadn’t 
changed much- I walked out of town towards 

the river-bed. It was February.  

     rpy Mz;LfSf;Fg; gpd;du; ehd; Nluh^Df;F jpUk;gp 
te;Njd;. Kjypy; ehq;fs; trpj;j gioa tPl;il Ngha;g; 
ghu;j;Njd;. mjpy; ngUkstpy; vt;tpj khw;wKk; ,y;iy. 
gpd;du; ehd; efUf;F ntspNa nrd;W Mw;Wg;gLifia 
Nehf;fp ele;Njd;. mJ gpg;utup khjk;.  
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As I looked across the dry water-course, my 

eye was immediately caught by the spectacular 

red blooms of the coral blossom. In contrast 

with the dry river-bed, the island was a small 

green paradise. When I went up to the trees, I 

noticed that some squirrels were living in them 

and a koel, a crow pheasant, challenged me 

with a mellow ‘who-are-you, who-are-you.’ 

vdJ fz;fs; twz;LNghd Mw;Wg;gFjpfisf; fle;jJ> 
vd; fz;fspy; jpBnud rpte;j Nfhuy; kyu;fspd; fhl;rp 
njd;gl;lJ. me;j twz;l Mw;Wg;gLiff;F Kw;wpYk; 
Kuzhf me;j jPthdJ xU rpwpa gr;ir nrhu;f;fk; Nghy 
fhl;rpaspj;jJ. ehd; me;j kuq;fis Nehf;fpr; nrd;Nwd;. 
rpy mzpy;fs; mjpy; tho;e;Jnfhz;bUg;gijf; ftdpj;Njd;. 
fhfk; Nghd;wpUf;Fk; xU FapyhdJ vd;id jLj;J epWj;jp 
“eP ahu;? eP ahu;?” vd;W jd; ,irahy; Nfl;lJ. 

        But the trees seemed to know me; they 

whispered among themselves and beckoned me 

nearer. And looking around I noticed that other 

smaller trees, wild plants and grasses had 

sprung up under their protection. Yes, the trees 

we had planted long ago had multiplied. They 

were walking again. In one small corner of the 

world, Grandfather’s dream had come true.   
                                                   -Ruskin Bond 

     Mdhy; kuq;fNsh vd;id milahsk; fz;L nfhz;lJ 
NghyNt vdf;Fj; Njhd;wpaJ. mitfs; jq;fSf;Fs; 
KZKZj;Jf;nfhz;Nl vd;id mUNf tUkhW irifahy; 
mioj;jd. ehd; mt;tplj;ijr; Rw;wpAs;s gFjpfis 
ghu;itapl;Nld;. rpwpa jhtuq;fs;> mlu;e;j jhtuq;fs; kw;Wk; 
mjidr; Rw;wp Gw;fSk; ghJfhg;Gf;fhf tsu;e;jpUe;jd. Mkhk; 
gy Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G ehq;fs; el;bUe;j nrbfs; gy klq;F 
kuq;fshf ngUfpapUe;jd. mitfs; kPz;Lk; elf;fj; 
njhlq;fptpl;ld. cyfpd; VNjhnthU rpwpa gFjpapy; vd; 
jhj;jhtpd; fdT cz;ikahfptpl;lJ.      – u];fpd; ghz;l; 

      Ruskin Bond is an award winning Indian 

author of more than 500 books, short stories, 

essays and novels. He writes poetry and books 

for children as well as adults. He lives with his 

adopted family in Landour, in Mussoorie, 

India. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 1999 

and Padma Bhushan in 2014. 

    u];fpd; ghz;l; xU tpUJngw;w ,e;jpa vOj;jhsu;. mtu; 
500f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l Gj;jfq;fs;> rpWfijfs;> fl;Liufs; 
kw;Wk; Gjpdq;fis vOjpAs;shu;. mtu; 
Foe;ijfSf;fhfTk;> ,isQu;fSf;fhfTk; vz;zw;w  
ghly;fis vOjpAs;shu;. mtu; jhd; jj;njLj;Jf;nfhz;l 
FLk;gj;jpdNuhL ,e;jpahtpYs;s Knrsupapd; yhe;J}u; 
gFjpapy; tho;e;J tUfpwhu;. ekJ ,e;jpa muR 1999k; 
Mz;L gj;k= tpUijAk; kw;Wk; 2014k; Mz;L gj;k G+rd; 
tpUijAk; ,tUf;F toq;fp rpwg;gpj;Js;sJ.     

 

 
Creeping vine 

 
Fertile Dehradoon Valley  

 
Peepul forced outhouse  

 
Plant saplings in river-bed 

 
Coral blossoms 

 
Small rocky island 

 
Small green paradise 

 
Grandpa’s dreams come true 

 

Synonyms:- 
 

Word Synonym jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

beside nearby gf;fj;jpy; 
tendril curl nfhbapd; gw;Wf;fk;gp 

warmth heat ntg;gk; 

fertile able to produce plants jhtuk; tsuj;Njitahd rj;Js;s  

vigorous healthy and strong RWRWg;ghd 

outskirts border Gwefu; 

abandoned deserted iftplg;gl;l 
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attention concentration ftdk; 

constantly continuously njhlu;r;rpahf 

attract draw <u;j;jy; 

content happy kfpo;r;rp 

protested opposed, disagreed vjpu;g;G 

shelter housing, accommodation ciwtplk; 

replace substitute khw;W 

nightmare frightening dream mr;RWj;Jk; fdT 

interfering stopping FWf;fply; 

enthusiasm interest Mu;tk; 

rambling wandering Rw;wpj; jpupfpw 

sprout germinate KistpLfpw 

spectacular eye-catching fz;ftu;fpd;w 

beckon gesture, signal irif 

whispered spoke in a soft voice KZKZj;jy; 

 

 

Antonyms:- 
 

Word  Antonym 

morning (fhiy) x evening (khiy) 

slowly (nkJthf) x  fast (Ntfkhf) 

near (mUfpy;) x  far (njhiytpy;) 

natural (,aw;ifahd) x  artificial (nraw;ifahd) 

strong (gykhd) x  weak (gytPdkhd) 

great (nghpa) x  tiny (rpwpa) 

constantly (njhlh;e;J) x  occasionally (vg;NghjhtJ) 

content (kfpo;r;rpahd) x  unhappy (ftiyahd) 

improve (Kd;NdW) x  worsen (NkhrkhF) 

enthusiasm (kpf Mu;tkhd) x  apathy (mf;fiwapy;yhj) 

likely (rhj;jpakhd) x  unlikely (rhj;jpakw;w) 

sold (tpw;fg;gl;l) x  bought (thq;fg;gl;l) 

later (gpe;ija) x  earlier (Ke;ija) 

paradise (nrhh;f;fk;) x  hell (eufk;) 

soft (nkd;ikahd) x  hard (fbdkhd) 

warm (ntg;gkhd) x  cool (Fsph;r;rpahd) 

happy (kfpo;r;rpahd) x  unhappy (kfpo;r;rpaw;w) 

tall (caukhd) x  short (Fl;ilahd) 

including (Nrh;e;j) x  excluding (jtpu) 

invite (mioj;jy;) x  refuse (epuhfhpj;jy;) 

attract (fth;e;jpO) x  repel (jLj;jy;) 

protest (vjph;j;jy;) x  support (Mjhpj;jy;) 

replace (khw;W) x  remove (ePf;F) 

dry (cyh;e;j) x  wet (<ukhd) 

falling (fPopwq;Fk;) x  rising (NkNyWk;) 

several (gy) x  few (rpy) 

spectacular (fk;gPukhd) x  dull (kq;fyhd) 

wild (fhl;ilr; Nrh;e;j) x  domestic (tPl;ilr; Nrh;e;j) 
 

 

 

TNPSCJOB

TNPSCJOB | www.tnpscjob.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/


 Way to Success 

wtsteam100@gmail.com                                                                                    www.waytosuccess.org 

 

28 

DISCUSS AND ANSWER 

1. When did the garden become a happy place for the author? 

 As soon as the author’s Grandfather joined him, the garden became a happy place. 

2. What are the two reasons the author gives for the plants moving towards grandfather? 

 Light and warmth are the two reasons the author gives for the plants moving towards grandfather. 

3. Why does the writer think that the peepul tree is a great show off? 

  The peepul tree’s leaves will spin like tops. It attracts our attention and invites us into the shade. 

4. Why do we need trees? List four reasons that Grandfather gives. 

 i) To keep the desert away   ii) To attract rain  iii) For fruits and flowers   iv) For timber 

5.  Why did the author help his Grandfather plant trees? 

  The thought of a world without trees became a sort of nightmare to the author. So he 

helped his Grandfather plant trees. 

author-Mrphpah;> garden-Njhl;lk;> reasons-fhuzq;fs;> plants-nrbfs;> light-ntspr;rk;> warmth-ntg;gk;> peepul tree-

murkuk;> breeze-njd;wy; fhw;W> spin-Row;wp> tops-gk;guq;fs;> attracts-fth;e;jpOf;fpd;w> attention- ftdk;> invites-

tuNtw;fpd;w> shade-epoy;> need-Njit> desert-ghiytdk;> timber-kuj;jpyhd nghUl;fs;> nightmare- mr;RWj;Jk; fdT 

6. What made Grandfather plant saplings on the rocky island? 

 A small mango tree was growing on the island. It made him plant saplings on the rocky island. 

7. What did Grandmother feel about trees growing in the house? 

 Grandmother felt angry about trees growing in the house. 

8. Why did the author leave town? 

 The author left the town due to the Second World War. 

9. How did Grandfather’s dream come true? 

  The trees which he had planted long ago in the rocky island had multiplied and made it a small 

green paradise. 

10. Describe what the author saw when he went back to the island. 

  The author had seen the red blossoms of the coral blossom, some squirrels and Koel living in trees 

when he went back to the island. 

saplings-kuf;fd;Wfs;> rocky island- ghiwapyhd jPT> angry-Nfhgk;> second world war-,uz;lhk; cyfg;Nghh;> 
dream-fdT>  green paradise-gRikahd nrhh;f;fk;> red blossoms-rptg;G epwg;G+f;fs;> coral blossoms-gts epwg; 
G+f;fs>; squirrels-mzpy;fs;> koel- Fapy; 

 

READ AND UNDERSTAND (PAGE-117) 

A. Tick the most appropriate option. 
1. According to the author the tendril was moving towards grandfather because it… 

 a) needed light and warmth.   b) did not like the light and warmth. 

 c) wanted to be near Grandfather.  d) wanted to escape from the winter. 

2. Grandmother had wanted the peepul tree cut down because… 

 a) she did not like trees.   b) she wanted to grow flowers. 

 c) it was an old tree.   d) it was knocking down the bricks of the outhouse. 

3. Grandfather helped grandma out with the gardening because he… 

 a) liked gardening.   b) wanted to grow flowers to attract butterflies. 

 c) wanted to beautify the garden. d) wanted to make the house green. 

4. The author did not want to plant saplings in the forest because…. 
 a) no one would come to see them. b) it was dangerous to enter the forest. 

 c) it would not be of any use to them. d) no one would appreciate them. 

5. Grandfather felt planting trees would help the forest because…. 
 a) he wanted to make the view beautiful.  b) the river-bed was dry. 

 c) animals and birds in the forest would love him.     d) the animals and birds would find it easier to live. 
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6. When the author returned from England to Dehradun, he found Grandfather’s dream had come true 
because the…. 

 a) old house had changed.  b) river was full. 

 c) trees had red flowers.   d) forest covered the island. 
 

B. Read the story on your own. Discuss in a group and complete the story map below.  
 

A story map is the main events of the story given in a flow chart. (PAGE-118) 

Grandfather built a bungalow and 

planted trees all around. 

 During rains Grandfather walked into the jungle  

with saplings and planted it. 
   

During the Second World War the 

author was sent to boarding school. 

 They found a small rocky island and Grandfather 

spent a day for planting saplings. 
   

Some years later the author returned and 

visited the old house and island. 

 He looked around and noticed that the rocky island 

was changed into a small green paradise. 
 

C.  Work in groups of five. Tell the story in ten sentences. 

You can begin the story like this: 

i)  The author’s Grandfather served in the Indian Forest Service. 
ii)  After his retirement, he built a bungalow and planted trees all around. 

 iii)  His wife didn’t mind trees. 
 iv)  During rains, Grandfather walked into the jungle with saplings and planted it. 

 v)  The author protested it in the beginning. 

 vi)  Grandfather explained the uses and need of the forest. 

 vii)  The author understood the importance of trees and helped him. 

 viii)  They found a small rocky island and his grandfather spent a day for planting saplings. 

 ix)  During the Second World War, the author was sent to boarding school. 

 x)  Grandparents sold their house and moved to England. 

 xi)  Some years later the author returned and visited the old house and island. 

 xii)  He looked around and noticed that the rocky island was changed into a small green paradise. 
 

D.  Write a summary based on the story map. 

 The author’s Grandfather served in the Indian Forest Service. After his retirement, he built a 

bungalow and planted trees all around. His wife didn’t mind trees. During rains, Grandfather 

walked into the jungle with saplings and planted it. The author protested it in the beginning. 

Grandfather explained the uses and need of the forest. The author understood the importance of 

trees and helped him. They found a small rocky island and his grandfather spent a day for 

planting saplings. During the Second World War, the author was sent to boarding school. 

Grandparents sold their house and moved to England. Some years later the author returned and 

visited the old house and island. He looked around and noticed that the rocky island was changed 

into a small green paradise. 
 

VOCABULARY (PAGE-119) 

E. Look at the words in the boxes. Match the words to make as many new words as possible. 

One is done for you. Eg. Out house. 
 

out house  aerial roots 

river bed  busy body 

water fall  window sill  

flower garden  foot hills 

sun shine  compound wall 
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F. Look at the words in the box. Make new words by adding ‘ly’ wherever possible. It will not 
be possible with all the words. 

lone   blossom    fertile     vigorous    place    constant    

complete   strong    unlike    great cross    immediate   broad 
   

Answer:  lonely, vigorously, constantly, completely, strongly, unlikely, greatly, crossly, 

immediately, broadly. 
 

G. Look at the words in the box. Fill the wheel with their antonyms. All the words begin with 

‘S’ and are from the text. 
 

hard   fat   weak   big   fast   hide   rough   dull 
 

      Ans: hard x soft  fat x slim weak  x strong  big x small fast x slow 

       hide x seek  rough x soft dull x smart, sharp 
 

LISTENING (PAGE-120) 

H. Listen to your teacher read out what happened to Nandhu. Some of the statements given 

below are correct. Tick them ()  

NANDHU AND THE LAMP 

One morning, as Nandhu was walking to school, a 

big truck went past him.  The truck went over a 

bump in the road and a box fell down. The box 

broke open.  The truck kept going and was soon 

gone. 

One of the broken box there fell a small brass 

lamp.  It looked just like the magic lamp that was 

drawn in Nandhu’s storybook.  It was small and 
made of brass.   

It had a handle and a cover.  Nandhu wondered if 

this was a magic lamp too. 

He decided to take it home and try it out. 

“Where did you get it?” said his mother, “It looks 
like a lamp.” 

 “It fell off a truck.  Is it a magic lamp?  It looks 
just like the one in the book,” said Nandhu.  As 

he wiped the lamp, Nandhu noticed a small 

button on the side.  When he pressed it a bright 

blue light came on and lit the whole room. 
             

 The truck went over a stone.  () 

 The box fell out of a truck. () 

 The brass lamp was in the truck.  

 Nandhu wanted to play with the lamp. () 

 It was like the lamp Nandhu had at home. 

 Nandhu pressed the button. () 
 

 

SPEAKING 

I. Take something from your school bag. Describe it in three sentences. Ask the class to find out 

the thing you have described. 
 

Thing -1: i) I have a cap.   ii) You use me to write. iii) You fill me with ink. 

Thing -2: i) You use me to draw. ii) I decrease if you use. iii) I am very thin. 
Thing -3: i) Contains information. ii) Divided into parts.  iii) I have pictures. 
 

 

J. Discuss in groups of five. Make a story about the comic strip. Then share it in the class. 

   A boy and a girl planted a sapling. It grew into a tree. They played under it. They grew into 

a man and woman. Their kid also played under it. The man chopped the tree mindlessly. He 

struggled without pure air and shade in old age. 
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USE GRAMMAR (PAGE-121) 

K. Tick the right option to fill in the blanks. 

1. ………a beautiful flower! 
 a) How  b) Wow c) What d) Hurrah 

2. ……….play football? 

 a) You can b) Can you c) Have you d) You could 

3. ………did you go yesterday? 

 a) Which b) Where c) What d) Who 

4. ……..us go for a walk. 
 a) Shall b) May  c) Let  d) Can 

5. ……..like to play hide and seek. 
 a) He  b) She  c) I  d) Muthu 
 

L.  Look at the punctuation of these sentences. Why are they punctuated differently? Discuss in 

class. (PAGE-122) 

1. One always felt like drawing close to him. – It is a statement. Full stop is marked at the end. 

2. But no one ever comes here!  - It expresses a feeling. An exclamation mark is put in the end. 

3. Who’s is going to see them?   -It is an interrogative sentence. A question mark is put in the end. 

4. Come here.            - It is a command. Full stop is marked at the end. 
 

M. Work in pairs and say the sentences to each other. Do you hear any differences in the way it is 

spoken? Discuss and share with the class. Discuss the difference in the meaning of the sentences. 

1. This is a banyan tree.     - Statement (Assertive) 

2. Is this a banyan tree?   - Interrogative sentence. (Yes / No type) 

3. What a beautiful banyan tree!  - Exclamatory sentence. 

4. Look at this banyan tree. - Imperative sentence (Command). 
 

N. Read these sentences from the story carefully. Do they give commands or requests or make 

statements? Write ‘C’ for command and ‘R’ for request and ‘S’ for statement. 

1. The tendril moved towards grandfather.     - S 

2. I want a roof over my head.     - S 

3. Please do not cut trees.      - R 

4. We spent the whole day planting saplings.   - S 

5. Will you please remove the trees growing on the wall? - R 

6. There was a forest on the island.    - S 

7. Go to the river bed.      - C 

8. The island was a green paradise.    - S 

9. Grow more trees to protect nature.    - C 

10. Grandfather’s dream had come true.    - S 
 

WRITING (PAGE-123) 

O. Look at the picture and write a paragraph using the clues in the picture. 

GROW AND PROTECT TREES 

 Trees are very useful to us. They give us medicine. They give us fruits. They prevent soil 

erosion and landslides. They intake carbon-di-oxide and give out oxygen. They bring rain to the 

earth. They keep the temperature of the earth low. They provide shelter and shade to us. They are 

home of different birds and insects. So we should not cut trees mindlessly. Before we cut a tree 

we should plant more trees. 
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CREATIVE WRITING (PAGE-124) 

P.  Look at the picture and write a story. 

If you cut down trees 

Your children will pay the fees 
   

  Once upon a time, there was a man lived in a village beside a forest. In his farm, he had a 

mango tree. For many years, the man and his family had enjoyed the tastiest mangoes from the tree. 

As a boy, the man and his friends played under the mango tree. In spring season, they plucked and ate 

the mangoes. As the years passed, the boy grew into a man. He continued to enjoy the fruits from the 

tree. In the meantime he got a job in an MNC company. His duty was to cut down trees for factories. 

His salary depended on the trees that he cut down every month. He enjoyed his duty and cut down 

many trees. He earned a lot. He became wealthier day by day.  

  He started a company and cut down almost all the trees in the world. People suffered a lot 

due to heat and humidity. There was no pure air to inhale. Each and everyone started to use oxygen 

cylinders. His children too became one of the victims to it. They became impotent. There was no rain. 

His children started to fight for water. Everywhere there was a confusion and commotion. His 

children died in front of his eyes at young age. He returned to his home for their funeral procession. 

He saw the mango tree. He started to cut down it also. He never minds about the beautiful days he had 

under it and his children. The last tree in the world also was cut down. The world became a big desert. 

 
Consolidation 

Grandfather built a bungalow and 

planted trees all around. 

 During rains Grandfather walked into the jungle  

with saplings and planted it. 
   

During the Second World War the 

author was sent to boarding school. 

 They found a small rocky island and Grandfather 

spent a day for planting saplings. 
   

Some years later the author returned and 

visited the old house and island. 

 He looked around and noticed that the rocky island 

was changed into a small green paradise. 
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Poem – 2  

TREES 
(kuq;fs;) 

Sara Coleridge  
 

 

Poem lines jkpohf;fk; 

The Banyan is the largest of trees, 

 The Peepul quivers in the breeze, 

The Coconut grows up straight and tall, 

 The Neem tree’s fruits are very small, 
The Tamarind gives us pleasant shade, 

 The Date’s leaf is as sharp as a blade, 
The Teak tree gives us useful wood, 

          The Mango gives us fruit that is good. 

MykuNkh kuq;fspNyNa kpfg;ngupaJ> 

   murkuNkh njd;wy; fhw;wpy; Ntfkhf mirAJ> 

njd;idkuNkh NeuhfTk; caukhfTk; tsUJ> 

   Ntg;gkuj;jpd; fdpfNsh kpfTk; rpwpaJ> 

GspakuNkh ekf;F ,dpa epoiyj; jUfpwJ> 

   NguPr;rk; kuj;jpd; ,iyNah fj;jpg;Nghy $u;ikahdJ> 

Njf;FkuNkh ekf;F gads;s kuf;fl;iliaj; jUfpwJ> 

    khkuNkh ey;y fdpiaj; jUfpwJ. 

 

Adapted and based on a poem by Sara Coleridge – rhuh Nfhy;upl;[; ghlypd; jOty; 
 
 

 
Banyan tree 

 
Peepul quivers  

 
Coconut tree 

 
Neem tree’s fruits 

 

 
Tamarind’s pleasant shade 

 
Date’s leaf is as sharp 

 
Teak tree 

 
Mango tree 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY (PAGE-126) 

A. Find the describing words given in the poem. 

p a s m a l l s 

g l a r g e s t 

h u e i j k h r 

l f t a l l a a 

m e n d s p r i 

q s r o t a p g 

u u v o x y n h 

z a d g h e b t 
Ans: small, pleasant, straight, largest, good, sharp, tall 
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READ AND UNDERSTAND 

B. Answer the following. 

a) What does the peepul do? 

 The peepul quivers in the breeze. 

b) How does the coconut tree grow? 

 The coconut grows up straight and tall. 

c) What does the tamarind tree give? 

 The tamarind gives us pleasant shade. 

d) What is as sharp as a blade? 

 The date’s leaf is as sharp as blade. 

e) What does the teak tree give us?  

 The teak tree gives us useful wood. 
 

CREATIVE WRITING 

C. Read the acrostic poem on ‘Friend’. Write an acrostic poem like this on ‘Tree’ 

Friend 

Friends always love each other  

Respect each other  

Interact with each other  

Enjoy playing with each other  

Never hurt your friends 

Do everything together 

Tree 

Tree gives rain 

Reduces human pain 

Enjoy its gain 

Earth will be fine 

 

APPRECIATING THE POEM 

D. Work in pairs. 

     Discuss with your partner and pick out the rhyming words in the poem. 

    The Banyan is the largest of trees, 

     The Peepul quivers in the breeze, 

    The Coconut grows up straight and tall, 

     The Neem tree’s fruits are very small, 
    The Tamarind gives us pleasant shade, 

     The Date’s leaf is as sharp as a blade, 
    The Teak tree gives us useful wood, 

               The Mango gives us fruit that is good. 
 

    Rhyming Words: trees-breeze, tall-small, shade-blade, wood-good. 
 

MIND MAP – CONSOLIDATION 
 

     Trees            Specialties 
Banyan tree   - the largest 

Peepul  tree   - quivers  

Coconut tree  - straight and tall 

Neem tree    - gives small fruits 

Tamarind tree - gives pleasant shade 

Date tree    - sharp blade leaf  

Teak tree    - gives useful wood 

Mango tree    - gives good fruit  
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MIND MAP 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TREES 
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Supplementary – 2  

THE APPLE TREE AND THE FARMER 
(Mg;gps; kuKk; tptrhapAk;) 

 
 

                    Once upon a time there was a 

farmer. He lived in a village, up in the hills, 

beside a forest. In his farm where he grew 

many kinds of vegetables, he also had an 

apple tree. For many years the farmer and 

his family had enjoyed the tastiest apples 

from the tree. As a boy, the farmer and his 

friends played under the apple tree. They 

played hide and seek around the tree. They 

climbed the tree and swung on it and in 

season they plucked and ate the apples. 

     Kd;ndhU fhyj;jpy; tptrhap xUtu; ,Ue;jhu;. mtu; 
kiyfspd; NkNy fhLfspd; mUfpy; ,Ue;j fpuhkj;jpy; 
tho;e;jhu;. mtUila gz;izapy; Vuhskhd fha;fwpfis 
mtu; tsu;j;jhu;;. mjpy; xU Mg;gps; kuKk; ,Ue;jJ. gy 
Mz;Lfshf me;j tptrhapAk;> mtuJ FLk;gj;jpdUk; me;j 
Mg;gps; kuj;jpypUe;J fpilj;j Ritahd Mg;gps; goq;fis 
cz;L kfpo;e;jpUe;jdu;. mt;tptrhap rpwpa igadhf ,Ue;j 
nghOJ mtDk;> mtDila ez;gu;fSk; me;j Mg;gps; 
kuj;jbapy; tpisahb kfpo;e;jdu;. mtu;fs; fz;zh%r;rp 
Ml;lj;ij mk;kuj;ijr; Rw;wp tpisahb kfpo;e;jdu;. mtu;fs; 
mk;kuj;jpy; VwTk;> Kd;Dk; gpd;Dk; MlTk;> gUtfhyq;fspy; 
kuj;jpd; goq;fis gwpj;Jk;> cz;Lk; kfpo;e;jdu;.  

         As the years passed the boy grew 

into a man. He took over the farm and 

continued to enjoy the fruits from the tree. 

In the meantime many small animals and 

birds started living in the tree. The man’s 
children and their friends started playing 

under it. The largest and shady apple tree 

now grew old and was bearing fewer and 

fewer fruits. It was nice to sit under its 

shade in the summer but nothing grew 

under it. The farmer felt the space could 

be used to grow some vegetables. He also 

felt he could use the wood to build a new 

room in his house. Therefore, he decided 

to cut the tree. He did not think about the 

wonderful times he and his friends had 

playing around the tree or the delicious 

apples they ate. Rather he felt the tree had 

outlived its usefulness and should be cut 

down. 

     Mz;Lfs; gy fle;jd. me;j rpwpa igad; tsu;e;J 
ngupa kdpjd; Mdhd;. gz;izia ftdpf;Fk; nghWg;igAk; 
Vw;Wf;nfhz;L Mg;gps; kuj;jpypUe;J goq;fisAk; njhlu;e;J 
ngw;W te;jhd;. mNj Neuj;jpy; epiwa tpyq;FfSk;> 
gwitfSk; mk;kuj;jpy; tho;e;J te;jd. mk;kdpjdpd; 
Foe;ijfSk; kw;Wk; mtu;fspd; ez;gu;fSk; mk;kuj;jpd; 
mbapy; tpisahbdu;. jw;nghOJ me;jg; ngupa> epoy; juty;y 
Mg;gps; kuj;jpw;F kpfTk; tajhfptpl;ljhy; mjdhy; kpfTk; 
Fiwthd Mg;gps;fisNa ju Kbe;jJ. Nfhilf;fhyj;jpy; 
mk;kuepoypy; mku;tJ mw;GjkhdJjhd; vd;whYk; mk;kuj;jpd; 
mbapy; Ntnwe;j jhtuKk; tsutpy;iy. mt;tptrhap mk;kuk; 
,Uf;Fk; ,lk; rpy fha;fwpfis tpistpf;fg; gad;gLnkd 
epidj;jhu;. mJkl;Lkpd;wp mk;kuj;jpd; fl;ilfs; jd; tPl;by; 
xU Gjpa miw fl;Ltjw;F gad;gLnkd epidj;jhu;. vdNt 
me;j kuj;ij ntl;LtJ vd;W KbntLj;jhu;. mtu; jhd; 
kw;Wk; jdJ ez;gu;fs; mk;kuj;jpd; mbapYk;> 
mjidr;Rw;wpYk; tpisahb kfpo;e;j mw;Gjkhd ehl;fisNah> 
mk;kuj;jpypUe;J cz;L kfpo;e;j Ritahd Mg;gps;fisNah 
gw;wp Jsp$l epidj;Jg; ghu;f;ftpy;iy. khw;whf mk;kukhdJ 
jhd; juNtz;ba KOg;gaidAk; je;Jtpl;lJ. mjidf; 
fz;bg;ghf ntl;l Ntz;Lnkd epidj;jhu;.     

          When the farmer took his axe and began 

chopping the tree, all the little animals, birds 

and insects that lived in the tree came rushing 

down. They started running around in alarm, 

chirping and squeaking all over the place. The 

farmer was adamant. He raised his axe and the 

uproar grew. 

     mt;tptrhap Nfhlhhp nfhz;L kuj;ij ntl;lj; Jtq;fpa 
nghOJ> mk;kuj;jpypUe;j rpwpa tpyq;Ffs;> gwitfs; kw;Wk; 
Ez;Zapupfs; midj;Jk; Kz;babj;Jf;nfhz;L fPopwq;fpd. 
mitfs; mywy; rj;jq;fNshL mq;Fkpq;Fk; Xbd. 
mt;tptrhap kpfTk; gpbthjf;fhud;. mtd; jd; Nfhlhhpia 
Xq;fpa nghOJ mywy; rj;jk; mjpfupj;jJ. 

          The farmer, however, forgot his 

childhood and his animal friends. He began to 

chop the tree harder. All the little animals 

became desperate, and wanted to protect the 

apple tree at any cost. They ran around in 

circles making a huge commotion. 

     me;j tptrhap jd; Foe;ijg; gUtk; kw;Wk; 
ez;gu;fshfpa tpyq;Ffis kwe;Nj Nghdhd;. mtd; kpfTk; 
fbdkhf mk;kuj;ij ntl;bdhd;. midj;J tpyq;FfSk; 
fyf;fKw;wd. vg;ghLgl;lhtJ me;j Mg;gps; kuj;ij fhg;ghw;w 
Ntz;Lnkd epidj;jd. mitfs; mk;kuj;ijr; Rw;wpf;nfhz;Nl 
ngupa $r;riyAk;> Fog;gj;ijAk; tpistpj;jd.      
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          This brought the children out. The 

farmer’s daughter and her friends began to 
plead with him. They gathered around the 

farmer and said, “Please don’t cut the tree. 
We play here just like you did. These 

small animals live here. If you cut the tree, 

where will they go? You can enjoy the 

shade when you become old. It is a 

beautiful tree.” 

     mitfspd; mywy; rj;jk; Nfl;L Foe;ijfs; 
tPl;iltpl;L ntspNa te;jdu;. mt;tptrhapapd; kfSk;> 
mtSila ez;gu;fSk; tptrhapaplk; nfQ;rpdhu;fs;. mtu;fs;; 
mt;tptrhapia #o;e;Jnfhz;L “jaTnra;J kuq;fis 
ntl;lhjPu;fs;. ePq;fs; tpisahbaijg; NghyNt ehq;fSk; 
,k;kuj;jpy; tpisahLfpd;Nwhk;. ,e;j rpwpa tpyq;Ffs; ,q;Nf 
trpf;fpd;wd. ePq;fs; kuj;ij ntl;bdhy;> mitfs; vq;Nf 
NghFk;? ePq;fSk; ,k;kuj;jpd; epoiy cq;fspd; 
KJikf;fhyj;jpy; mDgtpj;J urpf;fyhk;. ,J xU mofpa 
kuk;” vd;wdu;. 

          All of a sudden, the farmer noticed a 

small fruit hanging from a branch. It was an 

apple and looked as delicious as the ones he 

ate as a boy. He plucked it and bit into the 

juicy fruit. The memories of the fun he had as 

a boy came rushing back. When his daughter 

saw the changed expression in her father’s 
face, she started pleading harder. 

     jpBnud me;j tptrhap mk;kuj;jpd; fpisapy; 
njhq;fpf;nfhz;bUe;j xU rpwpa goj;ij ftdpj;jhu;. mJ xU 
Mg;gps; kw;Wk; mJ ghu;g;gjw;F mtu; rpwpatdhf ,Ue;j 
nghOJ cz;L kfpo;e;j goj;ijg; NghyNt mw;Gjkhfj; 
njd;gl;lJ. mtu; mg;goj;ijg; gwpj;jhu;> fbj;J Ritj;jhu;. 
mtupd; kfpo;r;rpahd Foe;ijg; gUt epidTfs; mtu; kdjpy; 
kPz;Lk; jpuz;L te;jd. mtu; Kfj;jpy; Vw;gl;l khw;wj;ijf; 
fz;lnghOJ> mtuJ kfs; NkYk; jPtpukhf mtiu 
nfQ;rpdhs;. 

                   The farmer put down his axe. 

He understood that the tree was home to 

many lovely animals and provided them 

with so many things. He wanted his little 

girl to have the childhood that he had had. 

He threw away the axe and said to his 

daughter, “I promise that I will never cut 
this tree. You and your friends will have 

your tree and your playground.” 

     me;j tptrhap jdJ Nfhlhhpia fPNo Nghl;lhu;. mtu; 
mk;kukhdJ gy tifahd mw;Gjkhd tpyq;Ffspd; tPL 
kw;Wk; gytpjkhd nghUl;fis mtu;fSf;F toq;fpAs;sJ. 
mtUk; jdf;F fpilj;jijg; Nghd;wnjhU mw;Gjkhd 
Foe;ijg;gUtk; jd; kfSf;Fk; fpilf;f Ntz;Lnkd 
epidj;jhu;. mtu; jdJ Nfhlhhpia J}f;fp vwpe;Jtpl;L jd; 
kfsplk; nrhd;dhu; “ehd; cdf;Fr; rj;jpak; nra;fpNwd;; ehd; 
xUnghOJk; ,k;kuj;ij ntl;l khl;Nld;. eP kw;Wk; cdJ 
ez;gu;fSk; ,k;kuj;ijAk; tpisahl;LjpliyAk; 
itj;Jf;nfhs;Sq;fs;” vd;whu;. 

 
 

 
Children played hide and seek 

 
Farmer began to chop the tree 

 
Don’t cut a tree 

 

 

 

A. Read the following statements. Say True or False. (PAGE-128) 

1. The farmer had spent his childhood playing under the tree.  - True 

2. The farmer felt the space could be used to build a house.  - False 

3. The apple tree requested the farmer not to cut it.   - False 

4. All the little animals were happy about the farmer’s decision.  - False 

5. The apple tree was home for all the little animals.   - True 
 
 

B. Identify the speaker / character. (PAGE-129) 

1. Please don’t cut the tree.       - The farmer’s daughter and her friends. 
2. You can enjoy the shade when you become old. - The farmer’s daughter and her friends. 
3. I promise that I will never cut this tree.     - The farmer. 
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C. Choose the right option. 

1. The animals became worried because …… 

 a) there was heavy rain.  b) the farmer began to chop the tree. 

 c) the farmer chased them away. d) the tree became old. 

2. The farmer’s daughter and her friends came out because ……. 
 a) they wanted to play under the tree. b) they heard the commotion of the creatures. 

 c) the farmer called them.  d) they heard the farmer’s voice. 
3. The farmer promised that he would …… 

 a) grow more trees.   b) provide shelter to all the little animals. 

 c) not cut the tree   d) be thankful to the children. 
 

D. Read the passage and answer the following. 

 All of a sudden, the farmer noticed a small fruit hanging from a branch. It was an apple and 

looked as delicious as the ones he ate as a boy. He plucked it and bit into the juicy fruit. The 

memories of the fun he had as a boy came rushing back. When his daughter saw the changed 

expression in her father’s face, she started pleading harder. 
 

1. What did the farmer notice? 

 The farmer noticed a small fruit hanging from a branch. 
 

2. What made him recall his childhood? 

 He ate the juicy fruit of the tree. It made him recall his childhood. 
 

3. Why did his daughter start pleading? 

 The farmer’s daughter saw the changed expression in her father’s face. She started 

pleading harder. 
 

E. Rearrange the jumbled sentences.  (PAGE-130) 

1. He did not listen to their cries. 

2. The farmer continued cutting the tree. 

3. His childhood memories made him realize his mistake. 

4. He decided to cut the tree thinking that it was useless. 

5. The taste of the apple brought back his childhood memories. 

6. The farmer had an old apple tree in his garden. 

7. All the little animals in the tree pleaded with him. 

8. He spent all his childhood playing under the apple tree. 
 

Answer: 

1. The farmer had an old apple tree in his garden. 

2. He spent all his childhood playing under the apple tree. 

3. He decided to cut the tree thinking that it was useless. 

4. All the little animals in the tree pleaded with him. 

5. He did not listen to their cries. 

6. The farmer continued cutting the tree. 

7. The taste of the apple brought back his childhood memories. 

8. His childhood memories made him realize his mistake. 
 

 

F. Think and answer 

1. Which part of the story do you like? Why? 
I like the part of farmer’s childhood days with the apple tree. As a boy, the farmer and his friends 

played under the apple tree. They played hide and seek around the tree. They climbed the tree and swung 

on it and in season they plucked and ate the apples. Like that we had a mango tree in our garden. I 

always enjoy playing there. I too love trees. 
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2. If the little animals become homeless what will happen? 

If the little animals become homeless, they will suffer a lot and die soon. 

3. What made the farmer realise his mistakes? 

The taste of the apple brought back his childhood memories. It made the farmer realise his 

mistakes 

 

PROJECT 

G. Look at the table. Read any story. Then fill the table. 

 Title of the story   : OLD MAN AND THE SEA  

 Name of the author   : Ernest Hemingway 

 No of characters   : Three 

 The character you like the most : Santiago 

 Main points    : Santiago goes for fishing every day. 

        He didn’t catch any fish for more than 80 days. 

        He didn’t give up his aim.  
 

CONNECTING TO SELF 

H.  Lilly was on a trip to the beach with her friends. Some of her friends carelessly threw plastic 

bags on the road after eating their snacks. She wanted to convince them that what they were 

doing was not correct and they should be good citizens. 

Discuss in your group. What could Lilly say? Role play the conversation with one person 

being Lilly and the other a friend. 

Lilly : Have you had your snacks, Pooja? 

Pooja : Yes. I had it. 

Lilly : Where did you throw the empty plastic bags? 

Pooja : I threw it on the road. 

Lilly : Don’t you look at the notice board there? 

Pooja : No Lilly. Why? 

Lilly : It’s a litter free zone. The notice board shows “Use Dustbin. Don’t throw waste on the road side.” 

Pooja : Sorry Lilly. Hereafter I can’t do that. I will keep our area clean. 
Lilly : That’s good Pooja. It is our duty to preserve our environment. 

Pooja : Sure Lilly. Thank you. 
 

STEPS TO SUCCESS 

I. For each item write the word that has the same relationship as the pair on left.  

Example: desert : dry :: valley : fertile 

1. creeper : tendril  ::  tree :  ……?…… 

 a) leaf  b) bough c) flower d) fruit 

2. river : flow   ::  mountain : …..?........ 

 a) beautiful b) high  c) trees  d) still 

3. breeze : gentle  ::  storm : …..?......... 

 a) violent b) wind c) sea  d) rain 

4. mango : sweet  ::  lime : …..?........ 

 a) fruit  b) sour c) tree  d) juice 

5. bark : timber  ::  flower : …..?......... 

 a) branch b) plant c) fruit  d) stem 
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Consolidatiton  

 

The farmer had an old apple tree in his garden. 
 

He spent all his childhood playing under the apple tree. 
 

He decided to cut the tree thinking that it was useless. 
 

All the little animals in the tree pleaded with him. 
 

His daughter also pleaded with him. 
 

He did not listen to their cries. 
 

All of a sudden the farmer noticed a small fruit hanging from a branch. 
 

He plucked and ate it. 
 

The taste of the apple brought back his childhood memories. 
 

His childhood memories made him realize his mistake. 
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Unit – 3  

A VISITOR FROM DISTANT LANDS  
njhiyJ}u ehLfspypUe;J xU 

tpUe;jhsp  
 

Prose  jkpohf;fk; 

Mani’s family lived in a village near Senji 
in Vilupuram district. 

Mani liked only a few vegetables. Potatoes 

and ladies’ finger were the two that he liked 

very much. 

One day, when amma served potato 

curry….. 

tpOg;Guk; khtl;lj;jpy; nrQ;rp mUNf cs;s xU 
fpuhkj;jpy; kzpapd; FLk;gk; tho;e;J te;jJ. 
  

kzp xU rpy fha;fwpfis kl;LNk tpUk;gpdhd;.  mtw;wpy; 
cUisf;fpoq;F kw;Wk; ntz;ilf;fha; ,e;j ,uz;ilAk; 
mtd; mjpfk; tpUk;gpdhd;. 
xUehs;> mk;kh mtDf;F cUisf;fpoq;F $l;L 
gupkhwpdhs;. 

Mani: I don’t want to eat potatoes today, 
because they are foreign vegetables. 
 

Selvi: No, they are not, Amma bought them 

from the vegetable shop near the bus stop ! 

kzp: ehd; ,d;W cUisf;fpoq;F rhg;gpl tpUk;gtpy;iy> 
Vndd;why; mitfs; vy;yhk; ntspehl;Lf; fha;fwpfs;. 
nry;tp: ,y;iy> mitfs; ntspehl;Lf; fha;fwpfs; my;y> 
mk;kh mtw;iw NgUe;J epiyaj;jpw;;F mUfpy; cs;s 
fha;fwp filapypUe;Jjhd; thq;fp te;jhs;!          

 Mani: Appa, Selvi is too small to 

understand that potatoes are not from India.  

Appa: So what? 

Mani: Our teacher told us that we should 

buy and eat locally grown food. 

kzp: mg;gh> nry;tp cUisf;fpoq;F ek; ehl;ilr; rhu;e;jJ 
my;y vd;gijf;$l Gupe;Jnfhs;s Kbahj msT kpfTk; 
rpwpats;. 
mg;gh: mjdhy; vd;d? 
kzp: vq;fs; Mrpupau; ek; Cu;fspy; tpise;j czTfis 
kl;LNk thq;FkhWk;> cz;ZkhWk; nrhy;ypAs;shu;. 

Selvi:  What else did your teacher tell you? 

Mani: She also told us to use things made in 

our country. 

nry;tp: NtW vd;d cq;fs; Mrpupau; cq;fsplk; nrhd;dhu;? 
kzp: NkYk; mtu;;> ek; ehl;by; nra;j nghUl;fisg; 
gad;gLj;Jk;gb nrhd;dhu;. 

Amma: Then you cannot eat popcorn the 

next time we go to watch a movie. 

Appa: And you cannot order tomato soup 

either, or even pineapple juice. 

Selvi: Mani, then you can’t order anything.  

mk;kh: mLj;j Kiw ehk; glk; ghu;f;fg; NghFk; NghJ eP 
ghg;fhu;d; (Kj;J Nrhsk;) rhg;gplf; $lhJ.  
mg;gh: kw;Wk; eP jf;fhsp #g; my;yJ md;dhrp gor;rhWk; 
Fbf;f Mu;lu; nra;a KbahJ. 
nry;tp: kzp> cd;dhy; Mu;lu; nra;aKbahJ. 

Mani: Why? Why can’t eat popcorn or soup 

or…or anything that I want to? 

Amma: Don’t you know that corn, tomatoes 
and even ladies’ fingers all came from other 
countries. 

kzp: Vd;? Vd; ehd; ghg;fhu;d; my;yJ #g; ….my;yJ ehd; 
tpUk;Gk; vijAk; rhg;gpl KbahJ? 
mk;kh: cdf;Fj; njupahjh Nrhsk;> jf;fhsp kw;Wk; 
ntz;ilf;fha; ,itnay;yhk; NtW ehLfspypUe;J ek; 
ehl;bw;F te;jitnad. 

Selvi: Really? How did they come to our 

country Amma? Did they get on an 

aeroplane and come here? 

Appa: No, no, Some merchants brought 

them here long ago by sea. 

Mani: Why did they bring vegetables to 

India? 

nry;tp: cz;ikahfth? mnjy;yhk; ek;k ehl;bw;F vg;gb 
te;jJ mk;kh? mnjy;yhk; xU tpkhdj;jpy; te;J ,q;Nf 
,wq;fpajh? 
mg;gh: ,y;iy> ,y;iy> rpy tpahghupfs; gy 
Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G fly; topahf mitfisf; nfhz;L 
te;jdu;. 
kzp: Vd; mtu;fs; fha;fwpfis ,e;jpahtpw;F nfhz;L 
te;jhu;fs;? 

Selvi: They could have brought some 

sweets.  Why didn’t they? 

(Amma and Appa laughed) 

Amma: People came to India in search of 

spices especially black pepper. A man from 

Portugal named Vasco da Gama sailed to 

Kerala. 

nry;tp: mtu;fs; rpy ,dpg;Gfs; nfhz;L te;jpUf;fyhk;. 
Vd; nfhz;L tuy? 
(mk;khTk; mg;ghTk; rphpj;jhu;fs;) 
mk;kh: kf;fs; eWkzg; nghUl;fs;> Fwpg;ghf fUg;G kpsF 
Mfpatw;iwj; Njbf; fz;Lgpbg;gjw;F ,e;jpah te;jhu;fs;. 
Nghu;r;Rf;fypypUe;J gazpj;J th];Nfhlfhkh vd;w xU 
kdpju; Nfush te;jile;jhu;. 
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Amma: Imagine the joy of the sailors when 

they reached Kozhikode and found black 

pepper! They took a lot of pepper back to 

their country. 

Selvi: They took spices from India. 

mk;kh: Nfhopf;Nfhl;il mile;J fUg;G kpsF fz;Lgpbj;j 
me;j khYkpfspd; kfpo;r;rpia epidj;Jg; ghUq;fs;! 
mtu;fs; epiwa fUg;G kpsif mtu;fsJ ehl;bw;F 
vLj;Jr; nrd;whu;fs;. 
nry;tp: mtu;fs; ,e;jpahtpypUe;J eWkzg; nghUl;fis 
vLj;Jr; nrd;whu;fs;. 

Mani: But who brought the vegetables into 

India? 

Appa: The Portuguese brought them to 

India.  Potato was one of those vegetables. 

kzp: Mkhk;> Mdhy; ,e;jpahtpw;F fha;fwpfis ahu; 
nfhz;L te;jhu;fs;? 
mg;gh: Nghu;r;RfPrpau;fs; mitfisf; nfhz;L te;jhu;fs;. 
cUisf;fpoq;Fk; mitfSs; xd;W. 

Mani and Selvi looked at the potato curry on 

their plates.  And quickly began to eat it. 

Mani: Wow ! This potato has travelled so 

far! 

Amma: Careful.  Selvi, don’t upset our 
foreign visitor! 

kzpAk; nry;tpAk; mtu;fsJ jl;by; cs;s cUisf; 
fpoq;F$l;il ghu;j;jhu;fs;. clNd rhg;gplj; njhlq;fpdhu;fs;. 
kzp: tht;! ,e;j cUisf;fpoq;F kpfTk; mjpf J}uk; 
gazpj;J te;J ,Uf;fpwJ ! 
mk;kh: ftdkhf ,U nry;tp> ek; ntspehl;L tpUe;jhspia 
fbj;J tplhNj! 

Selvi pulled a long green chilli out of the 

curry. 

Selvi: Who? Who is our foreign visitor? 

Amma, you are making fun of me! 

Appa: No, Amma is not making fun, she is 

talking about the foreign fruit chilli! 

fha;fwpf;$l;bypUe;J ePz;l gr;ir kpsfhia nry;tp 
ntspNa ,Oj;jhs;. 
nry;tp: ahu;? ahu; ek; ntspehl;L tpUe;jhsp? mk;kh> eP 
vd;id Nfyp nra;fpwha;! 
mg;gh: ,y;iy> mk;kh cd;id Nfyp nra;atpy;iy> mtu; 
ntspehl;L kpsfha; gok; gw;wp NgRfpwhu;! 

Appa: Chillies were very popular in South 

America but no one else in the world knew of 

this spicy fruit. One day a sailor named 

Christopher Columbus sailed to South America. 

Amma: This sailor was actually looking for 

India. He wanted to buy black pepper.   Instead, 

he found South America and the Chilli ! 

mg;gh: kpsfha; njd; mnkhpf;fhtpy; kpfTk; gpugykhf 
,Ue;jJ. Mdhy; cyfpy; NtW ahUf;Fk; ,e;j eWkzg; 
gok; gw;wpj; njhpahJ. xU ehs; fpwp];Nlhgu; nfhyk;g]; 
vd;w khYkp njd; mnkhpf;fhTf;Fr; nrd;whh;. 
mk;kh: ,e;j khYkp cz;ikapy; ,e;jpahit 
Njbf;nfhz;bUe;jhu;. mtu; fUg;G kpsF thq;f tpUk;gpdhu;. 
mjw;F gjpyhf> mtu; njd; mnkhpf;fhitAk; kpsfhiaAk; 
fz;Lgpbj;jhu;! 

Selvi: How sad for Columbus. 

Amma: It was a little sad, but because he 

went to South America,  he found the chilli.  

It was as spicy as the black pepper.  And so, 

Christopher Columbus packed the chilli and 

took it back country with him! 

nry;tp: nfhyk;g];f;F vt;tsT tUj;jkh ,Ue;jpUf;Fk;. 
mk;kh: nfhQ;rk; tUj;jk;jhd;> Mdhy;> mtu; njd; 
mnkhpf;fhtpw;Fr; nrd;wjhy;jhd; kpsfhiaf; fz;Lgpbj;jhh;. 
mJ fUg;G kpsifg; Nghd;Nw fhuj;jd;ik nfhz;lJ. 
Mdhy; fpwp];Nlhgh; nfhyk;g]; kpsfhia %l;ilfl;b 
mtUila ehl;bw;F vLj;Jr; nrd;whh;! 

Mani: But how did it come here? 

Appa: Chilli was one of the things that the 

Portuguese brought to India. Chillies are 

cultivated more in Ramanathapuram District 

of Tamilnadu. 

kzp: Mdhy; ,q;Nf vg;gb te;jJ? 
mg;gh: kpsfha; ,e;jpahtpw;F Nghh;r;RfPrpau;fs; nfhz;L 
te;jtw;wpy; xd;whFk;. jkpo;ehl;by; ,uhkehjGuk; 
khtl;lj;jpy;jhd; kpsfha;fs; mjpfkhf gaph; 
nra;ag;gLfpwJ. 

Amma: In India Chilli was first brought 

into Goa and the people there learnt to use 

this new spice in their cooking. Before the 

entry of chillies, pepper was used in 

cooking. 

mk;kh: ,e;jpahtpy; kpsfhia Kjypy; Nfhthtpw;Fjhd; 
nfhz;L te;jhu;fs;> mq;Fs;s kf;fs; jq;fs; 
rikayiwapy; ,e;j Gjpa eWkzg;nghUisg; gad;gLj;j 
fw;Wf;nfhz;lhu;fs;. kpsfha; tUtjw;F Kd;du; kpsFjhd; 
rikaYf;Fg; gad;gLj;jg;gl;lJ. 

Do you know ? 

Chillies were first known as Govai-mirchi.  

Soon, there were many different kinds of 

chillies.  Some were long and thin and some 

were fat and stubby.  People in India and Sri 

Lanka Began to use these in their cooking.  

Soon it spread to many other parts of the world. 

cq;fSf;F njhpAkh ? 
kpsfha; Kjypy; Nfhit  kpu;r;rp (Govai - mirchi) vd 
miof;fg;gl;lJ. tpiutpy; gy;NtW tpjkhd kpsfha;fs; 
fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;lJ. rpy ePz;ljhfTk; nkype;Jk; ,Ue;jJ. 
rpy nfhOj;Jk; kw;Wk; jbj;Jk;  fhzg;gl;lJ.  
,e;jpahtpYk;> ,yq;ifapYk; kf;fs; jq;fs; 
rikayiwapy; ,tw;iw gad;gLj;jj; njhlq;fpdu;. 
tpiutpy; ,J cyfpd; kw;w gy gFjpfSf;Fk; gutpaJ. 

TNPSCJOB

TNPSCJOB | www.tnpscjob.com

mailto:wtsteam100@gmail.com
http://www.waytosuccess.org/


 6th English – UNIT 3                                                                                                          

wtsteam100@gmail.com                                                                                    www.waytosuccess.org 

 

43 

Selvi and Mani looked at the chilli on 

their plate. 

Selvi: What a long distance you have travelled? 

Mani: And how you make our food 

delicious! 

nry;tpAk;> kzpAk; jq;fs; jl;by; cs;s kpsfhiag; 
ghu;f;fpd;wdu;. 
nry;tp: ePq;fs; vt;tsT J}uk; gazk; nra;jpUf;fpwPu;fs;? 
kzp: ePq;fs; vg;gb vq;fsJ czit ,t;tsT Urpahf 
khw;wpapUf;fpwPu;fs;!  

They shouted and quickly took a bite of 

the chilli ! 

Mani: Ah! it’s hot and spicy ! 
Selvi: To waste you would be very bad and 

so we are going to eat you ! 

mtu;fs; kpsfhiaf; fbj;jTld; rj;jkpl;ldu;! 
kzp: `h! tha; vupfpwJ! kpfTk; fhukhf ,Uf;fpwJ! 
nry;tp: cd;id tPzhf;FtJ ey;yjy;y. vdNt ehq;fs; 
cd;idr; rhg;gplg; NghfpNwhk;! 

 

 
Potato curry  

 
Popcorn  

 
Black Pepper 

 
Vasco da Gama 

 

 
Long and Thin Chilli 

 
Fat and Stubby Chilli 

 
Christopher Columbus 

 
Portuguese’s Trading route 

 

Synonyms:-  

 

Word Synonym jkpo; mu;j;jk; 

ago before Kd;G 

merchants trading people, vendors tpahghupfs; 

portuguese Portugal people Nghu;r;RfPrpau;fs; 

adventurous brave and bold, daring Jzpr;ryhd 

delicious tasty kpfTk; Ritahd 

buy purchase thq;Fjy; 

different dissimilar khWgl;l 

fat plump jbkdhd> Fz;lhf 

few little nfhQ;rk; 

foreign overseas ntspehL 

fun excitement kfpo;r;rp> tpisahl;lha; 

like be fond of tpUg;gk; 

live exist tho;jy; 

near close to neUf;fkhf 

new latest Gjpa 

popular well known, famous gpugykhd 

quick fast Ntfkhf> rPf;fpukhf 

real true cz;ikahd 
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sad depressing Nrhfkhd 

sail travel  by water ePupy; gazk; nra;jy; 

served supplied gupkhWjy; 

small tiny rpwpa 

spread widen tpuTjy;> tpuptiljy; 

stubby thick jbj;j 
 

Antonyms:- 

Word  Antonym 

ago (Kd;G) x ahead  (vjph;fhy) 
buy (thq;F) x sell (tpw;WtpL) 
different (ntt;Ntwhd) x same (xNu khjphpahd) 
fat (Fz;lhd) x thin (nkype;j) 
few (rpy) x many (gy) 
foreign (ntspehL) x native (nrhe;j ,lk;) 
fun (Ntbf;ifahd) x boring (rypg;ghd) 
like (tpUg;gkhd) x dislike (tpUg;gkpy;yhj) 
live (capNuhL) x dead (,we;j) 
near (mUfpy;) x far (njhiytpy;) 
new (Gjpa) x old (gioa) 
popular (gpugykhd) x unpopular (njhpahj) 
quick (Ntfkhf) x slow (nkJthf) 
real (cz;ikahd) x unreal, fake (cz;ikapy;yhj> Nghyp) 
sad (Nrhfk;) x happy (kfpo;r;rp) 
serve (Ntiy nra;) x  hinder (jlq;fy; nra;) 
small (rpwpa) x  big (nghpa) 
stubby (rijg;gw;Ws;s) x  slender (nky;ypa) 

 

Fill in the blanks with the item that tastes the same. (PAGE-134) 

One example is given for each. 

1. Sweet  :        sugarcane       mango 

2. Sour   :        lime                tamarind 

3. Bitter  :         bitter gourd    neem seed 

4. Salty  :          salt                sea water 

5. Astringent    :   betel nut        plantain flower 

6. Pungent        :   ginger            black pepper 
 

READ AND UNDERSTAND (PAGE-141) 

A. Work in pairs.  Tick the best option. 

1. When Amma said, ‘Don’t upset our foreign visitor’ she meant ____________________. 
  a) potatoes              b) pepper                     c) chilli 

2. Selvi asked, ‘Did they come in an aeroplane?’ because she ____________________. 
  a) was joking          b) did not understand her mother    c) thought it would be fun 

3. Amma bought the vegetables from the ____________________. 

  a) shops              b) shopping mall           c) super market 
 

B. Answer these questions: 

1. Who first brought these vegetables to India? 

     Merchants brought these vegetables to India. 

2. Who came to India from Portugal in search of pepper? 

     Vasco da Gama came to India from Portugal in search of pepper. 
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3. What did Amma mean when she said tomatoes, ladies’ fingers and corn came from other countries? 

         Amma meant that Mani should not eat tomatoes, ladies’ fingers since they came from other countries. 

merchants-tpahghhpfs;> brought-nfhz;L te;j> vegetables-fha;fwpfs;> came-te;jJ> from Portugal-
Nghh;r;RfypypUe;J> search-NjLtJ> pepper-kpsF> should not eat-rhg;gplf;$lhJ> tomatoes-jf;fhspfs;> 
ladies’ fingers-ntz;ilf;fha;fs;> corn-Kj;Jr;Nrhsk;> countries-ehLfs; 

 

Paragraph: Write a paragraph on the discussion of Mani’s family. 
 Mani discussed about the vegetables of foreign native with his family. 

 People came to India in search of spices especially black pepper.  

 They took spices from India and brought their vegetables to India. 

 Christopher Columbus looking for India for black pepper but he reached South America and found chilli. 

 Vasco da Gama came to India from Portugal in search of pepper. 

 The Portuguese brought Potatoes to India.  

 Tomatoes, ladies fingers, corn and pine apples were also brought to India by foreign traders and travelers. 

 We have more visitors from distant lands in our kitchen. 
 

C.  Read the comic strip again.  Make groups of four and frame some questions on what you 

have read.  Each group should ask a question in turns.  You cannot repeat the same 

question.  The team which asks more questions is the winner. 
1. Which are the foreign vegetables mentioned? 

2. Why was Columbus sad? 

3. Where did Mani’s family live? 

4. What are the vegetables Mani liked most? 

5. What was the dish served by Amma one day? 

6. Why did Mani refuse to eat potatoes? 

7. Where did Amma purchase potato? 

8. What did Mani’s teacher tell? 

9. Name the vegetables that came from other countries to India. 

10. Who brought the vegetables to India? 

11. What is the important spice that brought from other countries? 

12. Who found the sea way to India first? 

13. Where did Vasco da Gama reach first in India? 

14. Who is Vasco da Gama? 

15. Where did potato come from? 

16. Who is the foreign visitor? 

17. Which is the origin of chilli? 

18. Who brought chilli from South America? 

19. Who learnt to use chilli first in India? 

20. What was the name given to Chilli in ancient times? 

21. Describe the shape of chilli. 

22. How is chilli when we eat it? 
 

D. Discuss in groups and share your views in three or four sentences with others in the class. 

 What is your favourite dish? Do you know the spices that go into it? 
  My favourite dish is Gobi Manjurian. Yes I know. It includes cauliflower, sooji flour, 
corn flour, garlic paste, ginger paste, oil, water and salt. It can be easily prepared by anyone. 
My mom prepared it for me weekly once.   
 

VOCABULARY (PAGE-142): 

E.  Add ‘r’ , ‘er’ or ‘or’ to get the name of the person who does the activity.  Take turns in class 

to make sentences with the words you have formed. 

  e.g : A teacher is a person who teaches.         Teach+er - Teacher. 

 User, buyer, sailor, watcher, operator, foreigner, baker, writer, governor, actor 
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F. Complete this table with the help of the given example. 

  e.g : Portugal is the name of the country.  People from Portugal are called the Portuguese. 
 

COUNTRY NATIONALITY 

Ex : Portugal Portuguese 

France French 

China Chinese 

America American 

Sri Lanka Sri Lankan 

Spain Spaniard 

Burma Burmese 

India Indian 

Thailand Thai  
 

LISTENING (PAGE-142): 

G. Listen to some interesting facts about spices and choose the best option. 

1. Red peppers have _______________. 

 a) Vitamin A              b) Vitamin C              c) Vitamin D 

2. Red chilli is also called _______________. 
 a) Paprika                  b) Carica                 c) Pyrus 

3. One pound is equal to _______________  grams. 

 a) 480                    b) 450                 c) 500 

4. Mint leaves help to cure _______________. 

 a) Body pain                b) fever              c) upset stomach 
 

SPEAKING (PAGE-143): 

H.  Work in pairs.  Take turns and speak about spices. 

Saritha :   Hi Divya, how are you? 

Divya :  Hi, I’m fine Saritha. 
Saritha :  What did you have for breakfast? 

Divya :   I had dosas with onion chutney. 

Saritha :   Do you know, where did onions come from ? 

Divya :   Yes. They came from Central Asia. 

Saritha :   Do you know chilli too has come from somewhere else? 

Divya :   Is it from South America? 

Saritha :   Yes, it is right. 

Divya :   Many of the vegetables came from foreign countries.  
 

USE GRAMMAR (PAGE-144) :  

Use two or three words from the box to describe each picture. 

red cute cubs icy tall mountain 

boy tiger kangaroo two little hot 

chillies book wooden table cat round 

big black three windows blue snow 

brown smiling ball tail house long 
 

1. Red hot chilli   2. Big brown ball     3. Black cat  4. Wooden round table 

5. Little house  6. Two tiger cubs   7. Cute smiling boy  8. Three chillies  

9. Snow mountain 10. Long tail kangaroo     
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LANGUAGE CHECK POINT 

You should go to your house 

now. 

You should go home now.  House – ntWk; fl;blk;  
Home – FbapUf;Fk; tPL 

Stand in the middle of the circle. Stand in the centre of the circle. 
 

Middle – ,U ,lq;fSf;F eLNt 
Centre – tl;lj;jpd; ikak; 

It was a long travel. It was a long journey.  Travel – nghJthd gazk; 
Journey – Fwpg;gpl;l gazk; 

 

I. Correct the order of the words in bold and write them in the blanks. (PAGE-145): 

1. Green little the chilli  : The Green little Chilli was very hot. 

2. Sailors many brave  : Many brave sailors tried to find a sea route to India. 
3. Brown dog the big : The big brown dog barked at the children. 

4. The spice most common: The most common spice used today is the red chilli pepper. 

5. The path mud long  : The long mud path led to a beautiful lake. 
 

WRITING: 

J. Play this game in the class. Make two teams. 

Each team should describe something in the class using at least three words. The other team should 

guess it. 

 (E.g)  Team A: A long thin glass rod. 

  Team B: Is it a tube light? 

  Team A: Yes. 
 

Team A: An orange edible cone. 

      Team B: Is it a carrot? 

      Team A: Yes. 
 

Team B: A tall pillar with fiber roots. 

      Team A: Is it a coconut tree/palm tree? 

      Team B: Yes. 
 

Team C: A red fatty buffy one. 

 Team D: Is it a tomato? 

 Team C: Yes. 

Team D: A black small juicy marbles . 

 Team C: Is it grapes? 

 Team D: Yes. 

K. How do you cook rice in your house? 

  Fill in the gaps in this recipe for cooking rice.  Use the words in the box. 

wash         boil        water       heat        keep     rice  lid     low    water       more      ready 
 

 What you’ll need 

 1 cup uncooked white rice 

 2 cups water 

 Pinch of salt 
 

How to make it 

1. Wash the rice until the water runs clear. 

2. Drain the water and keep aside. 

3. In a medium sized pan, bring water to boil. 

4. Add the salt, stir, and then add the rinsed and drained rice. 

5. Reduce the heat, cover the rice, and let it simmer on low heat for 20 minutes. 

6. Check after 15 minutes to see if all the water has evaporated. If it has, the rice is ready. 

7. If not, replace the water and let the rice simmer for 5 more minutes. 

8. Remove from pan and serve. 
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L. Work in groups. 

Recipe: How my mother cooks rice in pressure cooker. 

Ingredients  

 1 cup Basmati rice or long grain rice 

 2 cups water 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon oil 
 

Method: 

 My mother will wash the rice gently and change the water several times until the water appears 

clear. 

 For fluffier rice, she allowed the rice to be soaked for at least 15 minutes prior to cooking. 

 She will take the proper size pressure cooker. 

 She will drain the rice and put into the cooker.  

 Add the water and salt. 

 She will lock the cooker with its lid. 

 She will put the weight on the steam vent. 

 She will allow the rice to cook for about 15 minutes. 

 It will make a hissing noise after 15 minutes.  

 Mother will reduce the heat to medium and cook for an additional three minutes.  

 After three minutes, She will remove the pressure cooker from the heat or turn off the gas.  

 Leave the pressure cooker for 10 to 15 minutes before opening the lid. 

 When the lid is off, She will use a fork to quickly stir the rice and release any extra moisture.  

 Then, She will serve the rice on its own. 
 

Recipe: How my mother cooks rice in a traditional way 

Ingredients  

 1 cup Basmati rice or long grain rice 

 2 cups water 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon oil 
Method: 

 My mother will wash the rice gently and change the water several times until the water appears clear. 

 For fluffier rice, she allowed the rice to be soaked for at least 15 minutes prior to cooking. 

 She will cook the rice expands to about 3 times its original size, so she will take the proper size pan. 

 She will drain the rice and put into the sauce pan. Add the water and salt, bring to a boil and turn the heat 

to low, and cover the pan. 

 She will allow the rice to cook for about 15 minutes, or until the rice is tender and the water will 

evaporate. 

 At last she will turn off the heat and fluff the rice with a fork. 
 

CREATIVE WRITING: 

M. Your mother has written a message for you before going out.   
 

Write a message to her after finishing your lunch. 
 

 

Your mother’s message 
 

Your lunch is in the kitchen.  Before you had, warm it first.  There is some curd in 

the pot. Clean up the kitchen after you finish your lunch.  I will be back at 4 p.m. 

You can go out to play at 3.30 p.m.but be back by 5.30 p.m. 
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Write about the following in your message. 

 You ate lunch: I had finished lunch around 1.30 p.m. 

 What you liked: I liked the tamarind and curd rice very much (mention the dish). 

 You have cleaned the kitchen: I have cleaned the kitchen after finishing my lunch. 

 You are going out to play: I have gone to play kabaddi and will be back by 5.30 p.m. 

(mention when you will be back). 

 

 

Mind map:  

 

 
 

Cosolidation: 

 Mani discussed about the vegetables of foreign native with his family. 

 People came to India in search of spices especially black pepper.  

 They took spices from India and brought their vegetables to India. 

 Christopher Columbus looking for India for black pepper but he reached South America and found 

chilli. 

 Vasco da Gama came to India from Portugal in search of pepper. 

 The Portuguese brought Potatoes to India.  

 Tomatoes, ladies fingers, corn and pine apples were also brought to India by foreign traders and 

travelers. 

 We have more visitors from distant lands in our kitchen. 
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Poem – 3  

I DREAM OF SPICES 
eWkzg;nghUs; gw;wpa vd; fdT 

Raj Arumugam  
 

Poem lines jkpohf;fk; 

My mother would say: 

“Little boy Raj… 

Go to Muthu’s 

and get some 

cinnamon, betel leaves 

and ginger and garlic.” 
 

And so I go to the shops 

singing all the way 

and when Muthu asks me 

what I’d want 
I rattle off a list: 

“Sesame seeds, onions 

tomatoes and pickles” 
 

And back home, 

Mother twists my ears 

Ouch!     

vd; mk;kh nrhy;Ythq;f. 
rpd;d igad; uh[;… 

Kj;Jtpd; filf;Fg; Ngha; 
,njy;yhk; thq;fpl;Lth 

,ytq;fg;gl;il> ntw;wpiy 
,Q;rp kw;Wk; G+z;L. 

 
 
 

mjdhy; ehd; filf;Fg; NghFk;NghJ 
ghbfpl;Nl NghNdd; 

Kj;J vd;idf; Nfl;Fk;NghJ 
vdf;F vd;d Ntz;Lk; vd;W 

ehd; xU gl;baiy flfl vd xg;Gtpj;Njd;: 
vs; tpijfs;> ntq;fhak; 
jf;fhsp kw;Wk; CWfha; 

 
 
 
 
 

tPl;Lf;F te;Njd;> 
mk;kh vd; fhij jpUfpdhs; 

mr;Nrh! 
 

 
Cinnamon 

 
Betel Leaves 

 
Ginger And Garlic  

 
Sesame Seeds 

 

READ AND UNDERSTAND 

A. Answer the following questions. 

1. Who is Raj? 

  Raj is a little boy. 
 

2.  Where did Raj’s mother send him? 

  Raj’s mother sent him to the Muthu’s shop. 
 

3. Who is Muthu? 

  Muthu is the owner of the shop. 
 

4.  What did mother ask Raj to buy? 

  Mother asked Raj to buy cinnamon, betel leaves and ginger and garlic. 
 

5.  What did Raj buy? 

  Raj bought sesame seeds, onions, tomatoes and pickles. 
 

B. Choose the correct answers. 
1. Mother called ………... a) Muthu                     b) Raj                        c) Ram 
2. Mother did not ask for ……     a) cinnamon                b) cardamom            c) betel leaves 
3. Raj did not buy ………… a) Onions and sesame b) ginger and garlic c) tomato and 

pickles 
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C. Find an example of alliteration in the poem. 
ginger-garlic, so-shops, sesame-seeds 

 

E. Tell the story of the poem in three or four sentences with the help of the pictures given below. 

 

i)  ii)  iii)  iv)  
 

i)  Raj’s mother sent him to the Muthu’s shop.  

ii)  She asked him to buy cinnamon, betel leaves, ginger and garlic.  

iii)  But he had forgotten those and bought sesame seeds, onions, tomatoes and pickles.  

iv)  Mother twisted his ears when he had returned home. 
 

WRITING: 
 

F. Read the jumbled lines from the poem and rearrange them in correct order. 

1. My mother would say: 9. and when Muthu asks me  

2. “Little boy Raj… 10.  what I’d want  
3. Go to Muthu’s 11. I rattle of a list 

4. and get some  12. “Sesame seeds, onions 

5. cinnamon, betel leaves  13. tomatoes and pickles 

6. and ginger and garlic”  14. and back home  

7. And so I go to the shops 15. my mother twists my ear 

8. singing all the way 16. ouch! 

 

G.  Fill in the blanks with different words and write your own poem. 

Your Title for the poem  :                      I Dream of Nuts 
 

My father would say: 

“Little girl Samrithi 

Go to Jothi’s 

And get some 

Ground nut, pea nut 

Cashew nut and betel nut” 

And so I go to the house 

dancing all the way 

and when Jothi asks me 

what I want 

I rattle off a list: 

                                                                 “greens, beans 

Melon and pumpkin” 

And back home, 

father twists my ears 

Ouch! 
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MIND MAP:  

 
 

Consolidation: 
 

(i)    (ii) 
Raj’s mother sent him to the 

Muthu’s shop. 
   She asked him to buy cinnamon, betel 

leaves, ginger and garlic. 
  I DREAM 

OF 
SPICES 

  

(iv)    (iii) 
Mother twisted his ears 

when he had returned home. 
   But he had forgotten those and bought 

sesame seeds, onions, tomatoes and 
pickles. 
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Supplementary – 3  

SPICES OF INDIA 
,e;jpahtpd; eWkzg;nghUl;fs; 

 
 

       In India, spices are the soul of food.  

When we think of spices, we think of tasty 

and healthy food.  Many of the spices in 

our food are added to balance nutrition and 

to keep us healthy.  They add flavour and 

nutrients to dishes without fat or calories.  

Spices like cumin, mustard, pepper, cloves, 

fennel, cinnamon and turmeric are very 

important in Indian food. 

     ,e;jpahtpy; eWkzg; nghUl;fs;jhd; cztpd; Mj;kh.  
ehk; eWkzg; nghUl;fisg; gw;wp epidf;Fk; nghOJ> 
Ritahd> MNuhf;fpakhd czit ehk; czu;fpNwhk;.  
cztpy; cs;s gytifahd eWkzg;;;;;;;; nghUl;fs; 
Cl;lr;rj;ij rkepiyg;gLj;jTk;> ek;ik MNuhf;fpakhf 
itj;jpUf;fTk; Nrh;f;fg;gLfpwJ.  mit nfhOg;G my;yJ 
fNyhupfs; ,y;yhky; czTfSf;F Rit kw;Wk; 
Cl;lr;rj;ijr; Nrh;f;fpwJ.  ,e;jpa czTfspy; kpf 
Kf;fpakhd eWkzg; nghUl;fshf rPufk;> fLF> kpsF> fpuhk;G> 
ngUQ;rPufk;> ,ytq;fg;gl;il kw;Wk; kQ;rs; Nghd;wit 
cs;sd. 

         When it comes to Indian food, the 

first thing that comes to many people’s 
minds is probably ‘spicy curry’.  People say 
curry comes from the Tamil word ‘kari’. In 
Tamil, kari means sauce.  It is something 

that is cooked with a roasted or powdered 

mixture of spices, condiments and herbs.   

This mixture of spices can be different in 

different places.  It can be mild or it can be 

spicy and pungent.  Flowers, leaves, roots, 

bark, seeds and bulbs, are combined in 

many different ways to produce a great 

variety of flavours: sweet, sharp, hot, sour, 

spicy, aromatic, tart, mild, fragrant or 

pungent.  When cooked with rice, meat, 

fish, or vegetables, the spices give the dish 

a special, savoury taste.  It makes us want 

to eat more. 

     ,e;jpa cztpw;F tUk;NghJ gy kf;fSf;F Kjypy; 
Qhgfk; tUtJ krhyh fwp($l;L). jkpo; nkhopapy; kari (fwp) 
vd;w thh;j;ijapypUe;J curry(fwp) te;jJ vd kf;fs; 
nrhy;thu;fs;.  jkpopy; ‘fwp’ vd;gJ krhyhf;fs; Nru;e;j 
nfhonfhog;Gj; jd;ikAila xUtiff; $l;L MFk;. mJ 
tWj;Njh my;yJ J}shf;fg;gl;l eWkzg; nghUl;fspd; 
fyitNah> RitA+l;Lk; nghUl;fisNah kw;Wk; %ypifg; 
nghUl;fisNah Nrh;j;J rikf;fg;gLtjhFk;. eWkzg; 
nghUl;fspd; fyit ,lj;jpw;F ,lk; NtWgLk;. ,J fhu 
kpFjpaw;wjhfNth my;yJ fhukhfNth kw;Wk; kpfTk; 
fhukhdjhfNth ,Uf;Fk;. ,dpg;ghd> jdpr;RitAila> kpfTk; 
fhukhd (hot)> Gspg;ghd (sour)> fhukhd (spicy), eWkzKs;s 

(aromatic)> frg;G RitAila (tart)> fhukpFjpaw;w (mild)> ,dpa 
kzKila (fragrant) my;yJ kpfTk; fhukhd vd;gJ Nghd;w 
gytifahd Ritfis cUthf;Ftjw;F G+f;fs;> ,iyfs;> 
Ntu;fs;> gl;ilfs;> tpijfs; kw;Wk; Ntu;g;gFjpfs; Mfpait 
gy;NtW Kiwfspy; Nru;f;fg;gl;L rikf;fg;gLfpwJ.  muprp> 
,iwr;rp> kPd; my;yJ fha;fwpfSld; Nru;j;J rikf;fg;gLk;NghJ> 
me;j czTg;nghUl;fs; xU rpwg;ghd jpz;gz;l Ritiaf; 
nfhLf;Fk;.  ,J ek;ik mjpfkhf rhg;gplj; J}z;Lk;. 

          But apart from delicious food, spices 

also bring to mind adventure.  Many of the 

most exciting voyages of modern history 

were made to conquer the spice trade and the 

race to become its master.  The colonization 

of the Americas and Asia had its roots in the 

spice trade.  In 1492 Columbus went West to 

find India and pepper but ran into America 

and the chilli.  Vasco da Gama, six years 

later, went aroud Africa to reach Kozhikode, 

the home of pepper.  These voyages ended 

the very profitable trade the Arabs and 

Romans had built up over the centuries.  

They set stage for a new world. 

How do you think the expansion of the 

spice trade set the stage for a new world? 

      Mdhy; Ritahd czT vd;gijj; jtpu fwpf;$l;L 
vd;gJ gy;NtW rhfrq;fis kdjpy; nfhz;L tUfpwJ. etPd 
tuyhw;wpDila gy;NtW tifahd mw;Gjg; gazq;fs; 
eWkzg; nghUs; tu;j;jfj;ij ntw;wpngwTk; mjpy; Kjd;ik 
ngwTNk eilngw;Ws;sd. mnkupf;fhtpYk; MrpahtpYk; 
eilngw;w FbNaw;wkhdJ eWkzg; nghUl;fspd; 
tu;j;jfj;ijNa mbg;gilahff; nfhz;L mike;jJ.  1492-y;  
nfhyk;g]; Nkw;Nf ,e;jpahitAk;> kpsifAk; fz;Lgpbf;fr; 
nrd;W mnkupf;fhitAk;> kpsfhiaAk; fz;Lgpbj;jhu;.  MW 
tUlq;fs; fopj;J th];Nfhlfhkh Mg;gpupf;fhitr; Rw;wp 
kpsfpd; jhafkhd Nfhopf;NfhL nrd;whu;. gy E}w;whz;Lfshf 
mNugpau;fs; kw;Wk; Nuhkhdpau;fshy; cUthf;fg;gl;l 
,yhgfukhd tu;j;jfj;ij ,e;jg; gazq;fs; KbTf;F 
nfhz;Lte;jd.  me;j gazq;fs; xU Gjpa cyfj;jpw;fhd 
muq;fj;ij mikj;Js;sd.  

eWkzg;nghUl;fs; tu;j;jf tpupthf;fk; vt;thW etPd Afj;jpy;  
Gjpa muq;fj;ij cUthf;f cjtpaJ? 
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          Spices were always an important part 

of India’s trade.  Spices were traded with 
Mesopotamia, China, Sumeria, Egypt and 

Arabia, along with perfumes and textiles as 

far back as 7000 years ago much before the 

Greek and Roman civilisations.  Indian epics 

and in writings dating back to the Roman 

Empire in the 1st century CE talk about the 

cloves.  Thousand of years ago the great 

masters of Ayurveda had listed the use of 

spices for cooking and in medicines. 

     ,e;jpahtpd; th;j;jfj;jpy; eWkzg; nghUl;fs; vg;NghJk; 
xU Kf;fpa gFjpahf ,Ue;JtUfpwJ.  fpNuf;f kw;Wk; Nuhk 
ehfhpfq;fSf;F Kd;du; mjhtJ 7000 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;dNu 
eWkzg; nghUl;fNshL thrid jputpaq;fs;> MilfisAk; 
Nrh;j;J nkrgNlhkpah> rPdh> RNkhpah> vfpg;J> mNugpah Mfpa 
gFjpfNshL th;j;jfk; eilngw;wJ. ,e;jpag; Guhzq;fspYk; 
kw;Wk; rpy VLfspYk; Kjy; E}w;whz;bd; (CE - Common Era) 
Nuhk rhk;uh[;[pa fhyj;jpw;F Kd;dNu fpuhk;G gw;wp 
Ngrg;gl;Ls;sJ.  Mapuk; Mz;LfSf;F Kd;Ng MAh;Ntj 
kUj;Jt Kiwapid cyfpw;Ff; fhl;ba kfhd;fs; rikay; 
kw;Wk; kUj;Jtj;jpy; eWkzg; nghUl;fspd; gad;ghl;bidAk; 
gl;baypl;Ls;sdh;. 

          While these spices are readily 

available today, there was a time when 

people risked their lives to get Indian 

spices.  During the Middle Ages, a pound 

of ginger was worth the price of a sheep.  A 

pound of mace was equal to the price of 

three sheep or half the price of a cow.  

Pepper was the crown jewel of all spices. 

What are those spices that the world 

wanted so badly? 

     ,e;j eWkzg;nghUl;fs; ,d;W vspjpy; fpilf;Fk;NghJ> 
xU fhyj;jpy; kf;fs; ,e;jpa eWkzg; nghUl;fis 
ngWtjw;F capiug; gzak; itj;Jg; Nghuhb ,Uf;fpwhu;fs;. 
,ilf;fhyq;fspy; xU gTz;l; ,Q;rp xU Ml;bd; tpiyf;Fr; 
rkkhf ,Ue;jpUf;fpwJ. xU gTz;L rhjpgj;jphpapd; (Mace) 
tpiy %d;W MLfspd; tpiy my;yJ xU gRtpd; tpiyapy; 
ghjpasT tpiyf;Fr; rkkhf ,Ue;jJ. kpsF midj;Jtpj 
eWkzg; nghUl;fSf;Fk; mzpfydhfj; jpfo;e;jJ. 
vd;d tpjkhd eWkzg;nghUl;fs; cyfpw;F kpf mjpfkhfj; 
Njitg;gl;ld? 

          Cardamom, cloves, ginger, mace and 

nutmeg were some of the other spices that 

left Indian shores to flavour the world’s 
kitchen. 

    Vyf;fha;> fpuhk;G> ,Q;rp> rhjpgj;jphp (Mace) kw;Wk; 
rhjpf;fha; Mfpa eWkzg; nghUl;fs; ,e;jpaf; 
flw;fiuapypUe;J ntspNawp cyf rikayiwf;F kzf;fr; 
nrd;Ws;sd. 

          Using spices in cooking has a long 

history.  It may go back as far as 52,000 

years ago.  Though we cannot know for 

sure how men came to use spices, it is quite 

possible that it was by chance. However, 

spices have played a vital role in our food 

now for a long time.  In earlier centuries, 

spices were not easily available and were 

very expensive. Thus, spice traders became 

rich.  Pepper and cinnamon no longer cost a 

fortune.  However, while they seem to have 

lost their glory and value, they will never 

lose their place in a kitchen.  Especially an 

Indian one! 

     rikaypy; eWkzg; nghUl;fisg; gad;gLj;Jtjw;F xU 
ePz;l tuyhW ,Uf;fpwJ.  ,J 52>000 Mz;LfSf;F Kd;G  
vd;Nw nry;yyhk;. vg;gb eWkzg; nghUis kf;fs; 
gad;gLj;jpdhh;fs; vd;gJ ekf;Fj; njhpahJ vd;wNghJk; mJ 
jw;nrayhf ele;jpUg;gjw;fhd rhj;jpaf;$Wfs; mjpfk;.  
vg;gbNah. ePz;l fhykhf ekJ cztpy; eWkzg; 
nghUl;fSk; Kf;fpa  gq;F tfpj;jpUf;fpd;wd.  Ke;ija 
E}w;whz;Lfspy;> eWkzg; nghUl;fs; vspjhf fpilf;ftpy;iy> 
kpfTk; tpiy cah;e;jjhf ,Ue;jJ. vdNt> eWkzg; nghUs; 
tu;j;jfu;fs; ngupa gzf;fhuh;fs; Mdhu;fs;.  kpsF kw;Wk; 
,ytq;fg;gl;il nry;tkhff; fUjpaJ ePz;l ehs; 
epiyf;ftpy;iy. vg;gbNah mitfs; jq;fSila ngUik 
kw;Wk; kjpg;ig ,oe;J ,Ue;jNghJk; rikayiwapy; jq;fs; 
,lj;ij ,of;ftpy;iy. mJTk; Fwpg;ghf xU ,e;jpa 
rikayiwapy;! 

Black Pepper 

 Black pepper also known as ‘Black 
gold’ was the most prized spice traded from 
the Kerala coast.  Indians have been using 

black pepper for a very long time.  Farmers 

began growing it in around 5000 years ago.  

And exported it to North and West Asia.  The 

trade soon spread to Greece, Rome, Europe, 

and China, and also became popular in the 

Islamic empire. Recipes from rich Roman 

households show the value of the spice in 

ancient Rome.  The Romans sent 120 ships a 

year from Egypt to trade with India and bring 

back enormous quantities of pepper. 

fUg;G kpsF: 
     fUg;G kpsif fUg;Gj; jq;fk; vd;Wk; miog;ghh;fs;> 
kpfTk; kjpg;Gkpf;f eWkzg; nghUshd fUg;G kpsF Nfusf; 
flw;fiuapypUe;J tu;j;jfk; nra;ag;gl;lJ.  ,e;jpau;fs; kpf 
ePz;l fhykhf fUg;G kpsif gad;gLj;Jfpd;wdh;.  Rkhu; 5000 
Mz;LfSf;F Kd;Ng tptrhapfs; mij tsh;f;f Muk;gpj;jdh;.  
mJ tlf;F kw;Wk; Nkw;F Mrpahtpw;F Vw;Wkjp nra;ag;gl;lJ.  
tpiutpy; th;j;jfk; fpNuf;fk;> Nuhk;> INuhg;gh> kw;Wk; rPdhtpYk; 
gutp> NkYk; ,];yhkpa rhk;uh[;[paj;jpYk;$l gpugykile;jJ.  
gzf;fhu Nuhkhdpaf; FLk;gq;fspy; ,Ue;j ,j;jifa rikay; 
Fwpg;Gfs; gz;ila NuhkhGupapy; eWkzg; nghUl;fspd; 
kjpg;ig vLj;Jf;fhl;Ltjha; mike;Js;sJ. Nuhkhdpah;fs; 
vfpg;jpypUe;J xU tUlj;jpw;F 120 fg;gy;fis mDg;gp 
kpFjpahd msT kpsif vLj;Jr; nrd;W ,e;jpahTld; 
th;j;jfk; nra;Jte;jpUf;fpwhu;fs;.  
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Cinnamon 

 Indians have been using cinnamon 

for a long, long time.  The Chinese wrote 

about it in 2700 BCE.  Cinnamon not only 

adds great flavour to food, it also helps to 

preserve it. 

,ytq;fg;gl;il: 
      ,e;jpau;fs; kpf ePz;l fhykhf ,ytq;fg;gl;il 

gad;gLj;jp tUfpd;wdu;.  fp.K.2700-y; (BCE-Before Common 

Era) rPdu;fs; ,ijg; gw;wp vOjpAs;sdu;.  ,ytq;fg;gl;il 
czTf;F xU tpj;jpahrkhd Ritia nfhLg;gNjhL 
kl;Lky;yhky;> czitg; ghJfhj;J itf;fTk; cjTfpwJ. 

          People from other parts of the world 

appreciated the fragrance and taste of 

cinnamon.  They wanted it too, and were 

willing to pay a good price for it.  The 

Greeks, Romans and Egyptians bought 

cinnamon from India.  In the Middle Ages, 

the Venetians grew rich by taxing the 

cinnamon that was brought from India to 

Europe and the Meditteranean. 

      cyfpd; gpw gFjpfspypUe;J te;j kf;fs; 
,ytq;fg;gl;ilapd; thrid kw;Wk; Ritfis 
ghuhl;bAs;sdu;. mtu;fs; mij tpUk;gpaJ kl;Lky;yhky; 
mij xU ey;y tpiy nfhLj;J thq;fTk; jahuhf ,Ue;jdu;.  
fpNuf;fu;fs;> Nuhku;fs; kw;Wk; vfpg;jpah;fs; ,e;jpahtpypUe;J 
,ytq;fg; gl;ilia thq;fpr;nrd;wdu;. ,ilfhyj;jpy; ntdP\; 
efu kf;fs; ,e;jpahtpypUe;J INuhg;ghtpw;Fk; kj;jpajiuf;fly; 
gFjpfSf;Fk; nfhz;Lr; nry;yg;gl;l ,ytq;fg;gl;ilf;F 
thpfs; tpjpj;Nj gzf;fhuh;fshf khwpdh;.  

Do you know? 

One of the earliest plants that Indians grew 

was sugarcane. It is valuable both for 

providing energy and for its great taste. 

cq;fSf;F njhpAkh? 
,e;jpau;fs; tpistpj;j Mjpfhy gapu;fspy; xd;W fUk;G 
MFk;. ,J Mw;wiyf;nfhLg;gjpYk;> kpfr;rpwe;j Ritiaf; 
nfhLg;gjpYk; rpwg;Gtha;e;jjhf fUjg;gLfpwJ. 

History of the Spices 

3000 BCE to 200 BCE:  Arabs traded spices and 
herbs among early civilizations. 
 

200 BCE to 1200 CE: The Romans control the 
trade. 
 

1200 to 1500 CE: Europeans explore passages to 
the East Indies. 
 

1400 to 1600 CE: Wars for control of the spice trade 
break out. 
 

1500 to 1700 CE: English exploration begins. 
 

1600 to 1900 CE: Americans enter the spice trade. 
 

Today: We export pepper, cardamom, ginger, chilli, 
turmeric, coriander and cumin. 

eWkzg; nghUl;fspd; tuyhW 
3000 fp.K Kjy; 200 fp.K tiu: mNugpah;fs; eWkz kw;Wk; 
%ypifg; nghUl;fis Muk;g fhy ehfupf kf;fspilNa tpw;W 
th;j;jfk; nra;jdh;. 
200 fp.K Kjy; 1200 fp.gp tiu: Nuhkhdpau;fs; ,e;j 
th;j;jfj;jpy; Nkyhjpf;fk; nrYj;jpte;jdu;.  
1200 Kjy; 1500 fp.gp tiu: INuhg;gpau;fs; fpof;F ,e;jpa 
topfis fz;Lgpbj;jdu;. 
1400 Kjy; 1600 fp.gp tiu: eWkzg; nghUl;fs; tpahghuj;jpid 
fl;Lf;Fs; nfhz;Ltu Nghu;fs; eilngw;wd. 
1500 Kjy; 1700 fp.gp tiu: Mq;fpNyau; Mjpf;fk; njhlq;FfpwJ. 
1600 Kjy; 1900 fp.gp tiu: mnkhpf;fu;fs; eWkzg; nghUl;fs; 
tu;j;jfj;jpy; Eiofpwhh;fs; 
,d;W: ehk; kpsF> Vyf;fha;> ,Q;rp> kpsfha;> kQ;rs;> 
nfhj;jky;yp kw;Wk; rPufk; Mfpatw;iw mjpf mstpy; Vw;Wkjp 
nra;fpNwhk;. 

      

 
18+ spice varieties 

 
Cumin 

 
Mustard 

 
Pepper 

 

 
Cloves 

 
Fennel & Its seeds 

 
Cinnamon 

 
Turmeric 
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spicy curry 

 
Christopher Columbus 

 
Columbus route 

 
Chilli 

 

 
Vasco da Gama 

 
Vasco da Gama route  

 
Kozhikode in Kerala  

 
Cardamom 

 

 
1 pound Ginger = a sheep 

 
1 pound mace = 3 sheep 

 
nutmeg 

 
coriander 

 
 

 

A. Answer the following questions. (PAGE-153) 

1. Why do we add spices to food? 

           We add spices to food to balance nutrition and to keep us healthy. 

2. Which spices are used a lot in Indian food? 

           Spices like cumin, mustard, pepper, cloves, fennel, cinnamon and turmeric are used a 

lot in Indian food. 

3. Which parts of a plant are collected  as spices? 

           Flowers, leaves, roots, bark, seeds and bulbs are parts of a plant collected as spices. 

4. What are the uses of spices? 

      i) The spices give the dish a special, savoury taste. 

       ii) It makes us to eat more. 
 

5. What happened after Columbus discovered America? 

           After Columbus had discovered America, he took away the chilli from there. 
 

Paragraph: Write a paragraph on spices. 

 Many of the spices in our food are added to balance nutrition and to keep us healthy.  

 Spices were traded with Mesopotamia, China, Sumeria, Egypt and Arabia for the past 7000 years 
ago.  

 Spices like cumin, mustard, pepper, cloves, fennel, cinnamon and turmeric are very important in 
Indian food. 

 In 1492 Columbus reached America and found the chilli.   

 Vasco da Gama, six years later, reached India and returned back with pepper. 

 Black pepper or ‘Black gold’ is the most prized spice traded from the Kerala coast.  
 Cinnamon adds great flavour to food and helps to preserve it. 
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B. Choose the best option. 

1. People say curry comes from a Tamil word ‘kari’ which means ________. 
 a) soup              b) sauce        c) sambar 
 

2. Pepper is also known as _________. 

 a) Liquid gold            b) black gold             c) white gold 
 

3. ________ wrote about cinnamon in 2700 BC (BCE) 

 a) Chinese            b) Indians     c) Japanese 
 

4. The Greeks, Romans and Egyptians all bought cinnamon from _______. 

 a) Japan              b) South America     c) India 
 

PROJECT: 

C. Compare the travel maps of Vasco da Gama and Columbus. 

  
Vasco da Gama’s journey 

1497-1499 

Portugal  Kozhikode  Black Pepper 

Christopher Columbus’s journey 

1492 - 1504 
Portugal  South America  black pepper  Chilli 

                              

Fill in the table with the prompts.  Frame sentences with the help of the table. 
 

Sailor Vasco Gama Columbus 

Year of travel 1497 - 1499 1492 - 1504 

Started from Portugal Portugal 

Reached Calicut South America 

Explored Sea route to India Sea route to South America 

Taken away Black pepper Chilli 
 

D. Look at the table carefully.  Then complete the points below. (PAGE-154) 

 
1. The paddy plants are given manure after 35. 

2. The plants take 30 days in ripening phase. 
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3. It takes 10 days to harvesting  the rice. 

4. The rice grains have to be dried and then stored. 

5. We have to dry the grain for 100 - 120 days before boiling. 
 

E. Talk in groups.  Then share your thoughts with the class. 

 Do you usually eat all the food served to you?  If not, what are the reasons?  

 When you eat lunch at school, which are the dishes you don’t eat or waste? 

 Why do you avoid certain food items? 

 Can you think of ways to reduce the amount of food wasted in your school? 

 Have you seen or known anyone in need of food?  Have you helped them?  How?  

 Take a pledge in your group not to waste food. 
 

 Mostly, I try to eat all the food served to me. Sometimes I don’t like the taste of a few. I don’t 
like ladies’ finger, due to its taste and its oily nature. And very rarely I avoid curd rice, when it 

gets sourness. Yes,  I can reduce the amount of food wasted in my school by sharing it with my 

friends or serving it to the needy outside of my school. Yes, I know a plenty in need of food. Yes, 

I helped them many times share my food with them. Sometimes I help them provide food from 

hotels. “ We should not waste food hereafter.” 
 

STEPS TO SUCCESS: 

1. Four of the following five are alike in certain ways and so form a group.  Which is the one that 

does not belong to that group? 

 a) Garlic                b) Sesame          c) Mustard         d) Olive          e) Corn 

2. In a certain code language if KBOVBSZ is the code word for JANUARY, what is the code word 

for OCTOBER? 

 a) PDUBCFS           b) PDUPCFS    c) BDUPCFB     d) PDUPCFM 
 

Mind Map: 

Spices - keep balance 

nutrition -keep us 

healthy. 

 Spices were traded -  Mesopotamia, 

China, Sumeria, Egypt and Arabia - 

the past 7000 years ago.  

 Spices - cumin, mustard, pepper, 

cloves, fennel, cinnamon and 

turmeric - important in Indian food. 
 

 

 
 

 

  SPICES OF INDIA 
  

     

In 1492 Columbus – 

reached America and 

found the chilli.   

 In 1498 Vasco da Gama - reached 

India and returned back with 

pepper.  

 Black pepper / ‘Black gold’ - most 

prized spice - Cinnamon adds flavor 

to flood and  preserves food. 
 

Consolidation: 

 Many of the spices in our food are added to balance nutrition and to keep us healthy.  

 Spices were traded with Mesopotamia, China, Sumeria, Egypt and Arabia for the past 7000 years ago.  

 Spices like cumin, mustard, pepper, cloves, fennel, cinnamon and turmeric are very important in Indian food. 

 In 1492 Columbus reached America and found the chilli.   

 Vasco da Gama, six years later, reached India and returned back with pepper. 

 Black pepper or ‘Black gold’ is the most prized spice traded from the Kerala coast.  
 Cinnamon adds great flavour to food and helps to preserve it. 
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